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The Halachic Obligation to Take Coronavirus Vaccination

Question: NYNY
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general population (from age 16 and above), is there an
obligation to be vaccinated against the Coronavirus? At this
time, | wanted to clarify - is there a halachic obligation to
vaccinate for polio, influenza, etc.? Is there a difference if
the vaccine uses the weakened virus (live attenuated)

I
system or the killed virus (inactivated) system? Why should
ayperson want to put hims(elf in dangezr, )e/:ven ifitis )(;nly a 2070 mnﬂif;:g’f,mggz
minimal danger?
Answer: nAYN
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by poskim for a long time, primarily regarding the permissibility of
doing so on Shabbat when there was a need. Their conclusion
was that if by refraining from taking the vaccination on Shabbat, a
long time would pass until they would be able to receive the
vaccination, it would be permitted to ask a non-Jew to perform a

violation of Shabbat in order to get it on Shabbat. At the time of a . 172wa PNOINN NYAP TINY
plague, the poskim allowed even for Jews to perform actions that D>PDIdN YPNN NN YV
are Torah-level violations of Shabbat, because vaccination at the NITINT MIONIN MWUYY 19998
time of a plague is considered a life-saving action.? I NNONNNNY DIVN ,NIVAI
From this we learn the obligation to receive vaccinations, and it is 2W9) MIPY9 112 NN NN
included in the fulfillment of "you shall by them (the laws of the NN N2INY DYTHY NN JNON
Torah)," as even Shabbat can be pushed off to get vaccinated. It DOYP 5552 0% M oNNN
is especially an obligation in our time regarding the covid 19 2RV VDN ONY’ IY NNSHN
pandemic, which has already killed thousands and millions 0792).DNDN TNYY DMT NIY
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around the whole world, including our closest Jewish brethren,
including Torah scholars and people of the highest religious
dedication. We should also stress that it is the obligation of every
person to keep danger away from others. One who does not get

vaccinated violates "Do not stand by while one's fellow's blood is “DANA TI90 Y1INY OTN 99 5Y
being spilled" and the mitzva to return that which one's fellow has 4595 x5 5y 123y YONTN NOW M
lost (i.e., the potential loss of his health). . 3NMAVNY YY) Y7 DT HY
One should not argue that there is concern for danger by NINY 53 MDD WYN Y 1013 PN
receiving the vaccination, because the vaccinations have 725 NN MINY NONN NIIP2
been tested with all of the necessary trials, and they were MVINY,DIVITIN DND)IN 751 1PTD)
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authorized as safe by the most senior medical agencies in
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the world. Since then many millions of people have taken
them, and no danger has been observed. To the contrary,
all of the findings prove that they are very effective in
protecting from Corona. This is the opinion of the
prohibitively high majority of expert doctors in the world. The
clear ruling of the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 618) is
that one is to listen to doctors on matters of saving lives.
That which some claim that they prefer to not be vaccinated
but to be careful not to be exposed to the virus through
social distancing is not a valid claim, as it is not possible for
a person to totally avoid such an infectious virus. Realize
that almost all of the doctors have set forth that it is
obligatory for all who can to be vaccinated, and the clear
halacha is to follow them. Additionally whoever refrains from
being vaccinated with empty claims is liable to influence
others to not vaccinate, as we find in the Torah, "our
brothers melted away our heart,” Heaven forbid, and we do
not know where such matters will lead.®

Just as this is the case with Corona, so is to true for the rest
of the vaccinations that the doctors and the health
authorities set out as being recommended to be vaccinated.
Hashem in His great mercy should send a speedy recovery
to all the sick people and remove from His nation and from
the whole world this horrible pandemic. To see a broader
look on the matter of vaccination, see the attached copy (in
Hebrew) of the important words of Rabbi Dr. Avraham
Steinberg (a world renowned expert on Halacha and
medicine, and a member of the Scientific Advisory
Committee of Eretz Hemdah).
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