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New Month, New Effort
Harav Shaul Yisraeli – from Siach Shaul, p. 214-215 


	



The Jewish Nation counts and sets its calendar based on the moon. The idea behind the counting of months (which, in the Torah, are referred to by numbers, not names), is that everyone must start anew. One should not be overly focused on the accomplishments of the past, as this is a world that is based on renewal. 
Everyone must start his development from the beginning. The Torah is not acquired by inheritance. A good family tree does not suffice for anything substantial. Not only is one not assured anything based on who is father is, but one is not even assured anything based on what he himself has accomplished. Every month begins anew. The accomplishments and attainments one has accumulated in the past are not the key. Rather, it takes hard work, industriousness, effort, drive, and the ability to recreate himself. All of this we learn from the moon.
This is also behind the statement, “David, King of Israel, is alive and existing” (from Kiddush Levana). The monarchy in Israel starts specifically from the small. Hashem said, “My firstborn son is Israel” (Shemot 4:22). It is specifically Israel, which is a young nation, that is called the firstborn. Similarly, David, who was the young child in his family, became the king. It is specifically the one who knows how to rise out of his starting point to higher levels who is important. 
It is this same idea that Hashem commanded Israel, surprisingly, when they were still involved in idol worship living within a foreign culture. They were to elevate themselves not by using a strong education from their fathers’ houses but specifically from within a defiled atmosphere and a corrupt country. Straight from there, they went to serve Hashem. This is the achievement they attained in the “iron cauldron” of Egypt, where they were formed as a nation. 
“I shall remember My covenant with Yaakov and even My covenant with Yitzchak, and even My covenant with Avraham I shall remember” (Vayikra 26:42). This pasuk is found in the context of the Rebuke. It teaches us that we need to set a proper path for ourselves even at a time when the path seems clear due to the actions of the forefathers. In fact, we can learn from them, that each one of the forefathers was his own patriarch, each paved his own unique path, and certainly none of them was willing to suffice with only that which he “inherited” from his father(s).
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Mr. Moshe Wasserzug z"l
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Mr. Shmuel & Esther Shemesh z"l
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R' Yaakov ben
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Hemdat Yamim is endowed by
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R' Benzion Grossman z"l Tamuz 23, 5777
	
R' Abraham & Gitta Klein z"l Iyar 18 / Av 4
	
Rav Yisrael Rozen z"l
Cheshvan 13, 5778
	
Rav Asher & Susan Wasserteil z"l
Kislev 9 / Elul 5780
	
	 

	
R' Yitzchak Zev Tarshansky z"l
Adar 28, 5781
	
Nina Moinester, z"l, Nechama Osna bat Yitzhak Aharon & Doba z"l
Av  30, 5781
	
Rabbi Dr. Jerry Hochbaum z"l
Adar II 17, 5782
	
Rav Moshe Zvi (Milton) Polin z"l
Tammuz 19, 5778
	
Mrs. Julia Koschitzky z"l
Adar II 18, 5782
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Mrs. Leah Meyer z"l   Nisan 27, 5782
Mr. Shmuel & Rivka Brandman z"l Tevet 16 5783/ Iyar 8, 5781
Mrs. Rina Bat Yaakov Pushett a"h. Her smile and warmth are sorely missed
.Those who fell in wars for our homeland. May Hashem avenge their blood!
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Eiruv Chatzeirot at a Hospital 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Question: At a hospital that is not within a valid eiruv, is it necessary to have an eiruv chatzeirot to carry inside the building?

Answer: That is an excellent question, as many people think an eiruv is only the tzurot hapesach (posts and connecting cord) that complete an area’s halachic walls. The physical walls do create a reshut hayachid (private domain, where it is permitted to carry) of what otherwise would have been a reshut harabim (public domain, where it is forbidden to carry), either based on Torah law or, more likely Rabbinically (karmelit). However, Shlomo Hamelech instituted a prohibition on carrying from a domain belonging to one person/group to a domain belonging to another (Eiruvin 21b) unless they placed an eiruv chatzeirot. The reason for the prohibition is that if people are accustomed to moving from domain to domain without thought, they may carry from a reshut hayachid to a reshut harabim (Rashi ad loc.). 
The eiruv chatzerot is a significant amount of bread (practically, matza, because of its shelf life) belonging jointly to the Jews of a given enclosed area, placed at a location which halachically unites the living units of all (see Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 366:1). There is also a need, if there are more than one Jewish living unit in the area, to nominally “rent” the non-Jewish property from the area’s non-Jews or from one with authority to act on their behalf (ibid. 382:1). (Completely irreligious Jews count as non-Jews regarding these halachot – see ibid. 385:3). These steps are taken regularly by community rabbis who are in charge of the “eiruv,” and can last quite a while, but it is daunting, at best, for a simple Jew to do this for his short visit at a hospital. Therefore, it is critical to see if this setting requires an eiruv chatzeirot.
The hospital is presumably owned by one entity, and it does not make a difference if it is publicly or privately owned, and if privately, if by an organization, corporation, family, or individual. The important thing is that it is not that different rooms are owned by different entities. The question is whether when the hospital gives living rights to patients, who usually pay (directly or through medical coverage on their behalf), this creates new entities who jointly occupy the facility. In fact, if a lone owner of an apartment building rents out apartments (for 30 days – ibid. 370:8), the building likely requires an eiruv chatzeirot (e.g., if it has multiple Jewish tenants and is not included in a larger eiruv).
A few factors cause the usage of part of an area by other entities to not be considered, in our context, the owner ceding his control over those areas. One is if the owner can move a sub-area’s residents from one place to another (see Minchat Yitzchak IV:55; Be’ur Halacha to 370:3). In our case, even if the hospital cannot remove a patient from the hospital, he can move him from room to room, which might be enough to allow carrying because no room “belongs” to him. 
Another factor that might help is tefisat yad, i.e., the owner retains usage of the room he gave to another, by means of keeping there an object of his that cannot be readily moved from the room on Shabbat due to size or muktzeh status (Shulchan Aruch, 370:2). This might apply to some of the furniture or medical equipment in the room (see Igrot Moshe, OC I:141). On the other hand, some argue that furniture in a furnished rental is not tefisat yad, as it is part of the rental (see Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 17:(58)). Application of this idea to hospital settings can be complex.
Another unifying factor is if all the units share a service (e.g., fed from one kitchen, laundry service), although this may not be a sufficient leniency on its own (see Shulchan Aruch, OC 370:4 and Mishna Berura 370:33).
        By applying the above principles, one can presume that he can carry from a room to the halls and other rooms in a hospital (see Netivot Shabbat 34:13; Eiruvin 46a). A hospital chaplain can look into its specific setup and act to remove all doubt if there is some need or to placate the overly nervous.


 “Behind the Scenes” Zoom shiur
Eretz Hemdah is offering the readership to join in Rabbi Mann's weekly Zoom sessions, analyzing with him the sources and thought process behind past and future responses. Email us at info@eretzhemdah.org to sign up (free) or for more information on joining the group.

Do not hesitate to ask any question about Jewish life, Jewish tradition or Jewish law.
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Dreaming of Deep Ideas with a Like-minded Person – #184 – part II 

Date and Place: 7 Shevat 5669 (1909), Yafo

Recipient: Rav Pinchas Hakohen Lintop, the rabbi of a Chassidic community in Lithuania. He had learned Kabbala with Rav Kook when Rav Kook was in Boisk, and the two were very deep and like-minded thinkers.
 
Body: [In the first installment, Rav Kook expressed pessimism of what could be gained at rabbinical conferences but optimism of what rabbis with the right approach to the depths of Torah could accomplish with their writing, especially when Eretz Yisrael is involved.]
Awaken, dear brother; let the lights of our souls, which we will draw from the source of strength and light, enlighten the world like lightning. The righteous of Eretz Yisrael and the righteous of the Diaspora will unite, in order to bring glory to the Land of the Dear and the grandeur of its strength, and there will no longer be a difference between the hearts [of the brethren in and outside of Eretz Yisrael]. The secrets will become revealed, and the hints will be explained. The deep homiletic ideas will be clarified, and the simple meanings will take on lofty meanings. All of them will fill the face of the world with bounty, which strengthen [the place of Hashem in the world]. 
The honor of my beloved (Rav Lintop) should speak that which he thinks and believes; your writing, upon which you have worked so much, will, on its own, bring new life to the People of Israel. Your writing is respected and dear to us. It is also one of the important “prophecies” that is becoming revealed to the spirit of the nation. Every idea is a foundation of an area of Torah. Try to spread your thoughts to the fullest extent possible. However, do it without exaggeration (overly spiritually demanding), because that causes weakness and despair within (among those who care to follow), and disbelief and scoffing among the external (those with no motivation to be inspired). Let us unite our lights, so that one light will combine with another, and the path we tread on will becoming increasingly complete with light.
It is not for us to quarrel with those who precede us but rather to add on to the light they spread. As a result, the “wrinkles will smooth out,” and the good and live form that is always submerged from our predecessors’ work, from the root of Israel, will become revealed in its full beauty. If we stray at times from out predecessors’ ways and thoughts, realize that every generation has its leaders and providers (see Avoda Zara 5a), and Hashem plans everything (see Divrei Hayamim I, 28:19). We should always appreciate the good that is accomplished at its time by a good idea that fits the moment well, even if it is not always fulfilled. “Torah that a person learns in this world is of limited value compared to the Torah of the Mashiach” (Kohelet Rabba11).
A little at a time, and with occasional jumps and breakthroughs, we will prepare the hearts for healthy [spiritual] life. Then there will be renewed interest in building the nation with a powerful spirit. We [do not spread these ideas] to be called a rabbi or be famous, nor even to receive reward and a nice situation in the Garden of Eden or have them as a merit to escape purgatory. All such thoughts, although they contain eternal truths, are small matters in comparison with the powerful idea that increases as it is “fed by the healthy diet of the bread of Torah, which is made from fine flour, mixed with oil and honey.” The greater it is, the simpler it is. To do good for the nation and make it grand and robust, to save it from destruction and elevate its honor, that is Eden, and that is the Garden with endless trees, branches, and fruit. There is no measure to the beauty of its vegetables, grasses, and flowers. 
We are just preparing the means through which [the right type of] an assembly of Torah scholars can be born (by reading Torah ideas that elevate). Only then, can we speak about a physical assembly with Hashem’s help.
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Problems Arising from the Sale of Stores in New Project – part II 
(based on ruling 80079 of the Eretz Hemdah-Gazit Rabbinical Courts) 

Case: The plaintiff (=pl) bought two stores in a new project, developed by the defendant (=def) which was, at the time, mostly built. [Last time, we saw that beit din, following the language of the contract, ruled that the stores were not handed over late, but def owed some money for preventing pl’s workers from making renovations after assuring they would.] Pl claims that an exhaust pipe from a neighboring store caused extensive damage, including making it necessary to switch all of the tiles (as they cannot find replacements that match the existing tiles) and the need for work delayed when renters could move into the store. Def’s representative accepted responsibility in the first hearing but subsequently said that the neighboring store, who hired the subcontractor who put in the exhaust pipe, is responsible. Def also says the price estimate is unreasonably high. 
  
Ruling: Beit din rejects the claim for compensation for the delay in renting out the stores due to the damage. Since we ruled that def had additional time to make the stores available, not being able to rent them out earlier than they were cannot be payable damage.
Regarding payment for the damage, since def originally accepted responsibility, he is not believed to change their mind on the matter (Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 80:1). However, we reject the approach taken in pl’s engineer’s report. In the hearings, it came out that def gave pl tiles and told him to install them. Def said that he could have had workers install them, but pl did not want them to do so; pl disputes this. However, originally pl did not complain about the tiles. It is unclear if there are presently a few broken tiles or somewhat more. Since we have decided that def is responsible, it follows that def is a modeh b’miktzat (admits part of the claim), which requires him to swear on the level of Torah law on the additional amount he denies. This is replaced in our days by a partial payment (see Shulchan Aruch, CM 12:2). We accept the approach that the amount of the partial payment depends on the dayanim’s intuition regarding the specific case. 
We do not accept the approach that pl can demand replacement of all of the tiles. It is true that our preference is to compensate damage by returning the situation to the equivalent of what existed before (see Eretz Hemdah-Gazit ruling 81095). This might indicate switching all the tiles to keep uniformity, which is aesthetically significant. However, one must consider how many tiles need to be replaced and the percentage of the floor they represent. In this case, despite the disagreement on exactly how many tiles were damaged, it is certainly unjustified to change them all. There are also ways of removing the signs of damage from many of the tiles. Considering the partial admission and the prospects for fixing them, we obligate def to pay 1,000 NIS. Def also has to pay for fixing the hole in the wall. 



Comments or questions regarding articles can be sent to:  info@eretzhemdah.org


	We daven for a complete and speedy refuah for:

	Nir Rephael ben Rachel Bracha
	Arye Yitzchak ben Geula Miriam
	Neta bat Malka

	Ori Leah bat Chaya Temima
	Yerachmiel ben Zlotta Rivka
	Meira bat Esther

	Together with all cholei Yisrael





Eretz Hemdah is the premier institution for training young rabbis to take the Israeli Rabbinate's rigorous Yadin Yadin examinations. Eretz Hemdah, with its distinctive blend of Religious Zionist philosophy and scholarship combined with community service, ensures that its graduates emerge with the finest training, the noblest motivations resulting in an exceptionally strong connection to
Jewish communities worldwide.
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Tzofnat Yeshayahu-
Rabbi Yosef Carmel
The Prophet Yeshayahu performed in one of the most stormy and dramatic periods of the Israeli nation's life, a period of
anticipation for the Messiah that was broken by a terrible earthquake, and also caused a spiritual and political upheaval. The light at
the end of the tunnel shone again only in the days of Chizkiyah.

zofnat Yeshayahu — from Uziya to Ahaz" introduces us to three kings who stood at this crossroad in our nation's history: Uziya, a

king who seeked God but was stricken with leprosy because of his sin; Yotam, the most righteous king in the history of our people;
And Ahaz, the king who knew God but did not believe in His providence

In his commentary on the prophecies of Yeshayahu, Rabbi Yosef Carmel, Head of the Eretz Hemdah-Gazit rabbinical court and

a disciple of Rabbi Shaul Israeli zt"l, clings to the words of Hazal, our sages, and to the commentaries of the Rishonim, the great
Jewish scholars of the middle ages, and offers a fascinating way to study Tanach. This reading attempts to explain the Divine
Plan in this difficult period and to clarify fundamental issues in faith. Tzofnat Yeshayahu reveals to the reader the meaning of the
prophecies in the context of the prophet's generation and their relevance to our generation. m
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