


\“f.

Jf

41

ND

Must One Stand Throughout Ne’ila?

It is hard for me to stand the whole time during Ne’ila, as most people
do because the aron kodesh is open. Am | required to do so?
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Havdala after Yom Kippur that Fell on Shabbat

| know that Havdala after Yom Kippur is different from Havdala on
Motzaei Shabbat. What happens when Yom Kippur falls on Shabbat?
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Cutting the Branches of a Neighbor’s Tree that Impinge upon a Sukka
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| have been building my sukka on my balcony for years. A neighbor’s tree
has been encroaching on my air space. | have trimmed branches in the past,
but now there are branches very high overhead that densely cover major
parts of the sukka.Do high branches ruin the sukka’s kashrut? If so, do |
have the right to make my neighbor cut down the significant section of the
tree that causes the problem, and if so, who pays for it?
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The Purpose of the Hechsher for S’chach

There are many brands of mats of bamboo and the like that serve as
s’chach for a sukka that have hechsherim. What are the rabbis attesting to

that is not self-evident?
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Drinking Wine on Chol HaMo’ed

| have heard that one should drink wine on Chol HaMo’ed, but not all
religious people do so. Although | enjoy drinking wine occasionally, | am
not always in the mood, and it is not always convenient. Should | make it a
point to drink wine on Chol HaMo’ed, and if so, how often and how much?
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Where to Light Chanuka Lights — Inside or Outside?

Q Should I light my chanukiya inside or outside?
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Lighting Chanuka Lights on Friday

| am nervous this year, with the first day of Chanuka falling on
Shabbat, that my one Chanuka light may go out too early. Is there a

halachic solution to this problem?
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Missing Parashat Zachor

| may have to be out of town on Shabbat Zachor in a place where there is no
shul or possibility to hear the reading of Parashat Zachor. Is it sufficient that |
hear the same p’sukim every year on the Shabbat of Parashat Ki Teitzei and
that | will hear the reading about the actions of Amalek on Purim morning?
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Reading Megillat Esther from a Scroll

Some people use kosher megillot to follow the reading of Megillat Esther.
Is that important to do? Also, whether one uses a printed text or a klaf
(megilla scroll), should he read along (with his lips) with the ba’al korei?
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How Thoroughly Should Bedikat Chametz Be Done?

Growing up, we scrubbed and cleaned our house for a month before
Pesach, but on the night of bedikat chametz, we did a ceremonial bedika,
which was unlikely to uncover any chametz (except the ten “planted”
pieces). However, based on my study of the relevant gemarot, | understand
that the serious search for chametz should be done specifically on the night
of the fourteenth of Nisan. What should we really be doing?
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Bedikat Chametz in Shul

their places?
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Must someone be appointed to do bedikat chametz in a shul, or
is it enough that congregants are told to remove all chametz from
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How Much Charoset Goes on the Maror?

How much charoset should one eat along with the maror?
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Eating Shmura Matza All of Pesach

Should | eat only shmura matza all of Pesach? This seems to be becoming
an increasingly popular practice. Is this is Halacha, a worthwhile minhag,

or neither?
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Making Egg Matzot Available to Guests at a Hotel

| run a hotel that has many guests for Pesach. Can we put a box of egg
matzot on each table so that those who need them will find them easily,
or must we be concerned for the very likely possibility that some guests
will, out of ignorance or lack of interest, use these matzot when it is not
warranted? Would it be considered lifnei iver (the violation of placing a
halachic stumbling block before the “blind”)?
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Forgotten Chametz Found After Pesach

| spent some time in Hong Kong in the fall and since | was planning to
return the next summer, | left some things there, including a bottle of
scotch. | did not give thought to it until | returned in May. Is it chametz
she’avar alav haPesach? While | did not include it in my mechirat
chametz, did my bitul chametz help?
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Changing One’s Custom Regarding the Days of Sefira

May one change the minhag he keeps for the restrictions of the sefira
period from year to year, according to his needs?
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Remodeling Work During the Three Weeks and the Nine Days

work to be done on cabinets and other things that is supposed to start on

Q We are remodeling our kitchen. My wife ordered and signed a contract for

July 15 (23 Tammuz). May work continue during the Nine Days [before and
including Tisha B’Av] or must it be stopped?
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Does Tasting a Fleishig Crumb Make One Fleishig?

Q

During a milchig meal, | saw a crumb on the table, which | assumed was
from bread. | put it on my tongue and then realized it was a crumb from
the coating of chicken schnitzel. Of course, | immediately spit it out.

Could I have continued the milchig meal, or was | flesihig and therefore

required to wait six hours?
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Using a Knife Sharpener for Milchig and Fleishig Knives

Can | use the same mechanical knife sharpener for milchig and

fleishig knives?
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Kashering a Water Kettle that Came in Contact with Cheese

| put a hot, pareve water kettle in a milchig sink and saw that it touched a
relatively small piece of cheese. Do | need to kasher the kettle, and if so,

how?
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Rinsing After Eating Pareve Food Cooked in Fleishig Pot

| know that if one eats milchig food, he has to wash his hands and rinse his
mouth before eating fleishig. What if he eats pareve food that was cooked
in a fleishig pot? Although he does not have to wait six hours, does he at
least have to clean his mouth and hands?
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What May a Slaughterhouse Do With Non-Kosher Byproducts?

We want to open a kosher slaughterhouse in South America and were
wondering if it is permitted to sell the non-kosher parts of the animals to
non-Jews. That makes economic sense, but is it permitted to benefit from

forbidden foods?
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Tovelling Commercial Food-Producing Equipment

Is it necessary to tovel equipment used in commercial food production (e.g.,
in a restaurant or factory)? Some equipment is impossible to tovel. Some
equipment is too big to tovel anywhere but in a natural body of water, and
sometimes the nearest mikveh is very far away. What should one do?
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Tevillat Keilim When There Is an Air Pocket

| tovelled a big pot in the mikveh, putting the pot in on an angle. Some
bubbles came out, but | am sure that an air pocket remained. Do | have to

redo the tevilla?
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Hafrashat Challa When Part Was Baked and Part is Dough

| used 2 kilograms of flour to bake several challot. | remembered about
hafrashat challa only after baking most of the batch and freezing the
remaining dough (which I did not need for that Shabbat). How do | do

hafrashat challa now?
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The Propriety of a Traveling Sefer Torah

| daven with a minyan on a train car in Israel that is set aside for that
purpose. Someone brings a sefer Torah to read from on Mondays and
Thursdays. | have heard that one may not move a sefer Torah from its set
place to read from elsewhere. Is what we are doing permitted?
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Placing Books on a Bima

Is it permitted to learn Torah with one’s sefarim on the bima, given that it

is intended for a sefer Torah?
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Does an Elevator Require a Mezuza?
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Is there a need to put a mezuza in an elevator of a building of Jews?
Is there at least a value in placing one there?
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A Mezuza at a Jewish-Owned Commercial Establishment

If a Jew owns a restaurant that is in a non-Jewish area and is run by non-
Jews (the Jewish owner visits only occasionally), must he affix mezuzot

to its doorposts?
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Trying on a Tallit Katan Without Tzitzit

| was trying on some pairs of tallit katan (the four-cornered garment
upon which tzitzit fringes are attached) in a store to see what size would
be best for me. Afterwards, | wondered whether what | had done was
permissible since tzitzit were not attached, and | consequently had worn
a four-cornered garment without tzitzit.

1 MYN O PID WK ,wn .3

M 93950 NP 92589 10770 MW NDD Mom
TONYDN DOPIINT DMDWIT IDN DMWY AT 1IN
R iinil

ow vw”M

IO 7IPMT NI — IANImD sy 8h T2
T2 IPBRT,ANM PN PRY 27T (2 M 7T 7
RNMINT RN RN MM 107

"W DINY 7T 370 KD AT AT ,JNOON 4
12 PR ON 12 29T M PR NI DN RTT YR
M3 DD DINID MBET MDD MO MY NN

. DOXOED

www.eretzhemdah.org

157 ) PID Yy MoYN 07anT .1
TINH NWYS 29 DTN 90 2NN NIND 2P0 N
DXy 5 9y LS MNAR No2 mbonY oN Ly
M LN 892 13 1DaNS O L2 1DaRY 30 i

. TTEY DN S102

3’V T YD O¥N AIK TV N .2
MO MMD L NXMIN FIINY D01 Tann SNwn
N2 — 7InDD” 20T Or Dt 92 Dy 12
23D L1330 2T L0 DY NN 23N .o Sw
ST RN TRSR L NXMINN R FORY A9wD NN

K P’ OW NNI3 YWY

NON 7129 RO pPR2DY pamanm wn — My Tasn
20 RO NS 5P Asnna ene2 10 N3 10 oN
SNUT OPIRM T IR poeS DD DN
SN I L,T0D T2 10 A9 0T NNYTIN NI
T3N3 N0 N0 N 10 DN KON 029 10 weN
1M TN RTINS annn® nsn Sy nsnna ©
N2 MY NI %Y TINna Y9 I SRwnnn wpad
ATIENS TN NYB 1Enn ORY ON KRPIT .N21DY0
1217 MNSY 1190 P IA5Y T a2 BT DN 2o
191,00 NN oW wYs KO LN 0 pey
T2 032 AP0 W TN NvY? Non SN oN
S0D 10Nan PR TINON DI NOR IINY T2 W
DUPIT? 851 TIN% w1295 P DRWAT 1N T T
5y .7onam a3 9037 5 KNaD M P e Lo
NOW 198 902 MOW2 2 ONMT DY 072 20D 1D
N0 722,819 99195 7125 Tany 8O 10 NP0
BN S NINona 1 901 .12 NS 1%enn nya SRww
N2 NMINT Y Y 5D S Ninona SaN e
PO W20 12N N1%Y 9195 1Oy 7125 N N0
oW nonT DD LTMNY NPYY N 72000 1385 a0
NN WP 1 50w FI0TINN YTIP IOTT 8NYIN D
e AMNND MWD 0 T

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



\“f

Jf

41

ND

Checking the Tzitzit of a Shul Tallit

A non-regular to our shul came without a tallit and was given a shul tallit.
The guest proceeded to check each tzitzit, counting the knots and strands
before putting on the tallit. Is it proper to do such an examination on

Shabbat? Isn’t this discourteous?
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Should a Single Man Wear a Tallit?

In one of your articles, you related to the fact that most single Ashkenazi
men do not have the practice of wearing a tallit for davening.

| understand that some opinions connect this minhag to the juxtaposition
in the Torah of tzitzit and marriage. However, the Shulchan Aruch,
Rama, and most poskim disagree, ruling that the mitzva d’orayta of tallit
begins at bar mitzva. Isn’t it a mistaken minhag to avoid the mitzva

d’orayta of wearing a tallit?
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Is Long Hair a Problem for Tefillin?

| have heard that there is an issue with long hair being a chatzitza
(problematic separation) between the tefillin shel rosh and one’s head.
How does one determine how much hair is too much?
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One Who Makes the Wrong Beracha on Tefillin Shel Yad

| accidentally made the beracha of “... al mitzvat tefillin” when putting
on my tefillin shel yad. Was that valid, and what should | have said for
the subsequent beracha on the shel rosh?
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Does Hosting Count as Giving Tzedaka?

| read in your book, Living the Halachic Process (vol. |, F-4), that one is
not obligated to spend his own money to perform mitzvot bein adam
la’chaveiro (interpersonal mitzvot). Does that mean that one is not
obligated to spend money on hachnasat orchim (hosting guests) or that he
can use tzedaka money for that purpose?
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Full Body Scans for Security

What does halacha have to say about the full body scans that are now
being implemented in airports for security?
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Refraining from Sitting in a Parent’s Seat

What is the source for the idea that one should not sit in a parent’s
set place at a dinner table? Does this apply only when the parents are
present? Are guests also precluded from sitting in the place of the head of

the home?
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Origin of the Practice of Men Covering Their Heads

When and based on what sources did the practice for a man to cover his
head originate, and in what circumstances is it required? Does it make a
difference what he is doing and where he is?
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The Origins and Nuances of Our Nation’s Names

| am on my state’s History-Social Science Curriculum Framework and
Evaluation Criteria Committee. We have been debating whether the
Ancient Hebrews should be referred to by the name “Hebrews” or

“lsraelites.”

How does your organization refer to your ancient ancestors?

Also, was it the Hebrews or the Israelites who organized the Kingdom of
Israel? From which did the teaching emerge that God established ethical

principles for humankind?
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Netilat Yadayim and Hygienic Concerns

Given the great concern regarding “swine flu,” many consider it
hygienically prudent to wash their hands with soap and water before
doing netilat yadayim with a washing cup and eating a bread meal. Is it
permitted to do netilat yadayim with a beracha when you know that your
hands are already clean before the netila? If one may make the beracha,
should he dry his hands before doing netilat yadayim?
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Ribbit — Discount on Rent for an Apartment for its Buyer

| sold an apartment to a ben Torah. There was a payment at the signing and
there were additional payments at various dates. The closing was to be on
December 1, contingent on the completion of all payments, which in turn
depended on obtaining a mortgage and clearing up certain legal issues. By
no fault of either side, the final payment took place several weeks later. Our
contract included a clause allowing the buyers to move into the apartment
well before Dec. 1, but they had to pay the same rent the outgoing renters
did. They did not pay in advance, and | figured that they would take care of
it together with the final payment. When the time came, the buyer claimed
that he should pay rent only until Dec. 1, the envisioned date of transfer of
ownership. He argued that while payment was not actually completed by
that date, he had already paid a clear majority of the purchase price. He said
he would accept the ruling of any rabbi | want to ask, and | would like to
ask you. | am pretty sure | am right, but considering that he paid so much
money and that the amount in dispute is tiny in the scheme of all the money
changing hands, | feel that it would be a shame to leave a bad taste from our
transaction. Thus, assuming | am correct, | would be happy if you would

suggest a p’shara (compromise).
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Incomplete Standing for Modim D’Rabbanan
and to Honor Talmidei Chachamim

| see people making a semi-rising motion at the beginning of Modim
D’Rabbanan and also when a talmid chacham walks by. Is that correct
¢behavior? What are the rabbinical sources on the matter
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A Beracha on the Mitzva to Write a Sefer Torah

Q Why is there no beracha on the writing of a sefer Torah?
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Removing Tattoos Before Conversion

| am studying to convert to Judaism with an Orthodox rabbi. | know

that tattoos are viewed negatively by my rabbi and others. People are
unaware that | have some (not obscene ones), and | am concerned that
when | will put tefillin on, people will find out. Should I just not convert?

Will rabbis accept me?

T YD 9 M MIHN NYT NI T INHW 4

N 7OMNSYT ANAD) LMD N2 ROY T3y ‘?}J [wivalnint
0EY AYT) (MoN

3D »D 1 PHN MooNN Hy¥a w5

N 73297 977 RS2 0 T 1T pTIaw o 105 (n
STNX R NN RD 70T PIRYPD PRY KT ,A81O0D
AN (T NI T 22992 8PP NP W onp 1
T LA DIR) P SpPpD P 990 20 YT PRY
PED 1YY ADINI O .(1 NIR) 990 7T Y DW 1N
PED Y9 MM L9920 2ND W IOV DN NPYED pedY
JT12 2P0 W2 RTID L1320T RN%N NP NpYeD padt
TN RO AIRTY LT 90 O3 MmN NS Ry vaed
NUT DR (Y NIWN) S0 mND D LT oY pay
RaVaiiniinbivdninihiinb'y

www.eretzhemdah.org

X 50 1 P Py Han Modbn 07ana .1
92T N9 aTMAM2 P2 wRYa P2 9anS DIRS N
T2 0P P2 ORI WO DTN TN 90 NOR 7393
N92 N2 O NI 0T LR P YN P2
TN TRINT D8 — 7N 0N RO MR YN
DYTET NN 705 I P N0 NNDM 00 RO

1D 7D 3 PHN LOWD 1IN NWH MIIK NMWY .2
DWW 221 T PID WM 2N KT DA %O
TOYLI0ES TOT o0 NI 0RO D DIND ANON
TPOMTY N NT2PA 10 ORY.OW MY — 1IN N7 NDO
TOROY LJUIDY XS CTNT O VT LINEYY R
D3 L7011 7193 70T PN ORYT AT S1Ona ONY ;DN
T3 AT INY L NIDY NI DR PN XY 1oma
TORTOND T N PINST 2T T PR TY LN
DTN oM 99 8ON 7352 9211 KOV won NTmow
SRR NP2 2 T MV PRI TNT SN WD
NS L5017 5P RO 7OM O PO ORI NI T NI
NO7T N T 13955 7101 192 52 P2 KiTT LY 200D
T0T N NPORI FIDDYTT Q7NN POwnw N 7R
TXI TIT2 NOW FINDT AP0 5013 N 7Y Y Nl
WP LTI PRI TOT NPT KT 52w 03 10 ORI
NNB%M POMS T 8DT 52T 5P 03 I AT NN

R mirleinte!

ny »o 0’n Pran IKIv31 .3

DT 1O PPYP—N2IND DT? 2T 0D PN PIT M
90 N1 92p% SIDDDADY PPYPT WYD D¥YI KT
WY PPYRIT ON P2 0Y PRV DT %Y 0N
Rigtihiialiniinlats mitnivashfial 3 Unt lniinkf u!

D% WY AT TTIAY SW SNMN PPYpa wY ON 0NN
SWHN DR 1071 29BN 121 N3N Nv2% DIDWD
JNTDM DT N8 T KD IR D7 N0

TN 1D WNINN KT 0N DY XN DINT ON
DYIYT ANAN? PARAY AN NI T2wna aww
DIBYTYD A9 7159 9T 9 1DT? 2100, NN Nnmw
03 1DM7 DNA? WY MNP 300 MO AT I
N2 NN TMIY NPO2T T 2T NI 0% mnia
JIN2Y YN

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



N
~
Tan

H-1

Honoring a Request to Bury Outside of Israel

My father-in-law died in America recently and was buried there. My
mother-in-law plans to move here (Israel), where all her children live. She
has clearly indicated her desire to be buried next to her husband. Will
we be required or allowed to carry out her wish, given that it violates the
halacha that she should be buried in Israel? Other related points are that
we will have no place to sit shiva in America and will not be able to visit

her grave on yahrtzeits.
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A Mistaken Ketuba at a Wedding

What should one do if he discovers a mistake in a ketuba as it is being

read under the chupa?
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H-3

A Chatan Leading Bentching at Sheva Berachot
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May a chatan lead the bentching and/or recite the sheva berachot at his
own sheva berachot celebration? If he generally should not, does it make
a difference if he is a greater talmid chacham than anyone else present?
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Drinking Sheva Berachot Wine at Se’uda Shlishit

We made sheva berachot at se’uda shlishit that ended well after sunset.
The question arose: should one drink the cup(s) of Birkat Hamazon /

sheva berachot before Havdala?
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H-4.2

Drinking Sheva Berachot Wine at Se’uda Shlishit
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Paying for a Cancelled Taxi Order

A friend of mine reserved a place on a sherut (a joint, ten-seat taxi
service to Ben Gurion airport) for the middle of the night. When he
awoke, he realized that he had made a mistake; his flight was the next

night. He tried unsuccessfully to reach the taxi service to cancel and then
went back to sleep. The taxi driver arrived as scheduled, and when my
friend did not appear, the angry driver called him. My friend explained
what had happened, but he did not pay the driver. The next night, he
called the same taxi service (they did not realize that he was the same
person who had called the day before). He did not feel that he had to
pay double, as he made use of the transport service to the airport only

once. Was he correct?
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Is a Watchman Responsible for More Than He Expected?

I went with some friends to play ball in a local park, and one of

them decided to leave early. He asked me to take his bag back, but |
forgot about it, and it is now lost. He says that | owe him $500 for my
negligence, as he had a lot of cash and some electrical devices in the bag.
While | trust him on the facts, | would not have agreed to accept such a
big responsibility had | known what was in the bag. We asked a rebbe of
ours what to do, and he said | should pay, which | did. Later, he said that it
might be a complicated case and that we should ask an expert in Choshen
Mishpat. Did | have to pay and, if not, can | get the money back?
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Reimbursement Through Additional Services

A laundromat damaged several articles of my clothing. They are willing
to reimburse me for some of the losses but only by offering free laundry
service. Is that a legitimate form of payment?
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Realtor Fee for an Altered Purchase

They signed an agent’s service contract with the plaintiff, a real estate
agent, obligating them to pay the plaintiff 2% of the sales price if they
were to buy an apartment that she showed them. The plaintiff told the
defendants that she regularly gives a discount for buying two apartments,
whereby they pay only 1.5% commission for the second apartment. At

a certain point, the defendants were interested in principle in buying

two apartments that the plaintiff had shown them, but they told her that
they would not do so if they would have to pay the full 2% commission.
After negotiations, during which the defendants calculated how much the
plaintiff stood to gain from the commissions even after a reduction, the
plaintiff agreed to lower her agent’s fee to 1.4% for each of the apartments,
and she faxed them two invoices stating the respective fees for the two
imminent purchases. Subsequently, an engineer uncovered serious flaws
in the more expensive apartment, and the defendants bought only the
cheaper apartment. The plaintiff then sent the defendants a bill based on a
2% rate of commission, claiming she had agreed to the special reduction
only because of the prospect of a double purchase. The defendants,
however, paid only the 1.4% rate, which appeared in the invoice faxed
earlier. Do the defendants have to pay the remaining 0.6%?

Q The defendants were interested in buying two apartments in Israel.
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Is One Obligated to Enable Someone to Sue Him?

| caused significant damage to someone’s property but in a manner that
| am not required to compensate him for it. He does not know who
caused the damage or how it happened. Word got around to me that
he is trying to find the “perpetrator” and make him pay. Must | present
myself to him and take the risk that he will give me a hard time by not
believing what happened or not understanding that | am not obligated
to pay, which is likely, given his personality?
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Protecting a Bicycle that Had to be Moved

Someone locked his bicycle to the banister next to the steps leading
to our building. One wheel blocked a third of the steps, creating a
significant inconvenience (especially to an older gentleman) and causing

a couple of people to trip (it was not easy to notice the protruding wheel,
especially at night). After waiting several weeks, during which time
apparently no one moved the bicycle and we were unable to ascertain
the owner’s identity, we broke the chain and moved the bicycle to a
place nearby where it does not disturb anyone. Must we now buy a new
chain to lock up the bicycle and protect it from theft? In our low-crime
neighborhood, carriages and (often) bicycles are left unchained, and they
can remain that way many months without being stolen.
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Discount for a Kashrut Mistake

Reuven hired Shimon to cater a mehadrin (strict level of kashrut) affair.
Due to a mix-up, Shimon rented keilim (utensils) from a service with
which he had limited previous dealings. Before the affair began, Reuven’s
suspicions were aroused that the utensils’ kashrut was questionable, as
was confirmed after the affair. Reuven wants a full refund for the affair,
citing his internal feeling of embarrassment that he caused his guests

to eat non-kosher food. Shimon, who had offered partial compensation
(credit toward future catering), has withdrawn any offer due to Reuven’s
alleged harassment. What is the halacha in such a case?
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Stopping Fare-Beaters

When | was on a bus the other day, | saw two young men share a chofshi
chodshi (monthly pass), which the bus company clearly forbids. Was

| required to say something to them? Could | or should | have told the
driver? Would this have been a problem of lashon hara?
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Sharing Expenses for a Separating Wall

Someone bought the home next to mine, and he not only wants to build
a stone wall between our yards, but also expects me to share in the
expenses. Is his claim that | am halachically required to do so correct?
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Using Other People’s Religious Articles
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| understand that Ashkenazim may borrow religious articles from each
other without permission, but Sephardim may not. May an Ashkenazi
borrow a Sephardi’s religious article without permission?
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Monopolistic Practices and Halacha

In a market with a very limited number of commercial properties, is
the owner of one store allowed to prevent competition by renting and
keeping empty another store that became available, thus allowing him to

charge higher prices?
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Taking a Book Left to the Discretion of a Yeshiva

someone who had learned there in the past. | tracked him down, and he

Q In the yeshiva where | used to learn, | found a sefer with the name of

said | could keep it, which | did. | have since moved away and began
wondering whether the owner had the right to let me keep his sefer, since
the yeshiva has a sign up saying that whoever leaves sefarim unattended for
an extended period allows the yeshiva to take them.
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Questionable Relinquishing of Rights

| heard the following surprising ruling in a shiur given by a talmid chacham.
Someone bought milk and found it to be spoiled. He decided it was not
worth the bother to go to the store to return it. Soon thereafter, his son
announced that he was going to the store, and the father asked him to
return the milk. The ruling was that he was forbidden to demand a refund
or replacement because he was already mochel (relinquished) this right. Is

that ruling correct?
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Partial Pay for an Uncompleted Job

We hired a contractor to do major home renovations. His prices for various
jobs were relatively high, but he promised us that he would throw in major
elements of the work as a free bonus. After doing about 75% of the total
job, but relatively more of the standard items than the bonus items, he
became sick and had to stop working. He has demanded 85% of the total
price, pointing to the line items on the written work order that he has
completed and their corresponding prices. He promises to make up for the
bonus items with jobs of similar value after he recovers, but we do not want
to settle for future services of questionable value to us. While we feel bad
for him, not only has his illness complicated our lives, but we also had to
pay another contractor good money (more than 25% of the first contractor’s
total projected charge) to finish up. How much should we pay?
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Malpractice for Extracting the Wrong Tooth

A dentist removed the wrong tooth, and now the patient needs an implant.
Is the dentist required to pay just for the damage of the missing tooth,
or does he also have to pay for expenses, such as special food during
recovery and the cost of an implant?
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Money Found in a House

| saw the following story on the news. During renovations on a home that
had been owned by several people over the years, a contractor found a
package with $182,000 stashed between the walls. The contractor took the
money, but the homeowner complained that since the money was found
in his house, it should be his. What does Halacha have to say about this?
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Damage to an “On Approval” Sales Item

| found an apparently suitable cello to buy, and the seller gave it to me

“on approval” (a purchase with a trial period during which one can return

it without explanation). During this time, one of the strings broke while |

was tuning the cello. | used the cello only to test it, and | did not use it after
making the decision to return it. When | returned the instrument to the seller,
she demanded payment for the broken string, and | paid. What does Halacha
say? Was | a sho’el (borrower of an object)? Even if | was, would breaking
the string obligate me to pay, as it seems to be a case of meita machamat
melacha (“died” due to its normal use), for which a sho’el is exempt?
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