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The Practice of Machatzit HaShekel

Please explain the basis and parameters of giving machatzit hashekel
before Purim. Specifically, how much must | give, and does everyone in

the family have to take part?
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Chametz that Is Difficult to Reach
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to get the chametz out?
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Often during Pesach cleaning, | am aware of chametz that is in places
that are very hard to get to. Am | required to make every possible effort
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One who Failed to Recline While Drinking Wine on Pesach

What do | do if | forget to recline while drinking one of the cups of wine at

the Seder?
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Does One Need to Own the Matza That He Eats?

Someone showed me a gemara that says that one has to own his matza
on Seder night. Yet, | have never seen people being careful to acquire
ownership when they have the Seder in someone else’s home. How can
we reconcile the practice with the sources?
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Stovetop Grates for Pesach

How does one prepare stovetop grates for Pesach use?
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Erev Pesach that Falls on Shabbat

What do you suggest that we do on Erev Pesach this year, which is
on Shabbat, regarding when and what to eat?
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Eating Dairy on Shavuot

Does one really have to eat milchig on Shavuot? If so, when is one
supposed to do so, and what steps should he take regarding eating meat
and milk? There seem to be many minhagim and little clarity on the issue.
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Eating Meat During the Nine Days

s it forbidden to eat meat during the Nine Days, or is it just a minhag?
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D-18

Doing Dishes on Tisha B’Av

When | have dirty dishes from the seuda hamafseket and from feeding
children on Tisha B’Av, may | wash them on Tisha B’Av?
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Shofar Blowing During Elul

What is the reason for blowing shofar during the month of Elul, and what
halachot do | need to know about it?
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Kashrut of an Animal Fed Meat and Milk

| have heard that veal comes from calves that are fed a mixture of milk
and meat. Shouldn’t that make the veal forbidden, since the calf is thus
an animal whose sustenance comes from non-kosher food? This case is
particularly severe because the feed is assur b’hana’ah!
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Does Food Stay Pareve in a Cooking Bag?

May | cook pareve food that is in a cooking bag in my fleishig crock pot —
in water or perhaps even along with fleishig food — and still consider the

food pareve?
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E-3.1

Roasting Chicken and Fish Together in an Oven

May | roast chicken and fish together in an oven when they are both
uncovered? (The fish will not be eaten with milk.)
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E-3.2

Roasting Chicken and Fish Together in an Oven
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For How Long Should Hagala be Done?

| have seen books that describe the process of hagala, but | have not seen a

Q

discussion as to how long one has to leave the utensil in the boiling water.
This seems strange, especially since a lot of treif material may have been

absorbed in the utensil over a long period of usage.
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What to Do When Tevillat Keilim 1s Not Feasible

Q

food become non-kosher?
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| will be traveling to a place with no mikveh in which to do tevillat keilim
for the utensils that | will need to buy. If | do not do tevillat keilim, does the
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When Can the Beracha on a Tallit Count for Tzitzit

| am a single kohen living in Israel. | therefore wear my tallit only for
Birkat Kohanim. When | put on my tzitzit in the morning, should | make a
beracha then, or should | plan that the beracha on the tallit will cover the

tzitzit?

T2 PO N "D NMI3 YN .3

2173 NP1 9P T2 NI A3 O — Aveeh pen
SN WU AMTY DM P DYBT M me? Mo
AN P NYBT OY PonanY DWIN N pamw
FIOMY TIINY TN PRauY ST Ndn 9p ponan
S20T30 TP DYO!T P2 T2 T PDDY ON 19BN TN
N 121 MDD PNT LN0Y TI2% MR PR DMYD D
T RYTT N 171 D2 1P NN MW TR NITT
712992 12

D PO N 1D 0PN NIX MO 4
2N TP N GADY N2 WP LRIRD wnw
TR MY N2 T QPR ST P einvwys
PPDNI 2NIW T NI HNT KDY T NN 2P
™Y 5 T2 p,BEN NNIT DTMp A% moww T
Q2N NI T PNT TIO PN PNT NN Y Ty
PAD AID 17T 2N 11 M T KD YW INWNT ey
DU FTWPIT N TI2NT L0 Y 0IRY e

ST NS 8923 ONT

www.eretzhemdah.org

YD N 7D G0 NNK T N .1

N2 13w NP3 P PRY Y2 jup NYon w0 oN
N POY NN NNRD wRwy P Sy 1002
ST DR D3 9% I, 10Y T2 AN NYon waswd
JIPRT O NPRIED wnend I PN

) PO N 1D 0PN NIK DYDY 1577 .2

DIDID YA NN WINTD CTIX Dpn onT I8N
SO WNT T2 TIDONR Jupw Nxp DT e
TR DWW TAIND 891,590 T30 i KD 90T 892
DR DIWRT PP N2 10 T 0 NN Dunp
ND%? 22N MY K9 a5y v %Y AN on2
INCOS ORI 1D = YT 9Y 0y NY NYn anpwen
AN INT ITINTT PRwn TR NN 13T M
NI 90w WO NI ATINM 00 W DNea
79002101 NI 12 PEBYNRY 51T NYn 10 W Dy
DTN DT 90 NIDID YR T WD PRI 1Y
DRXY DMMIDY DT 90 NN RO W MO 1o oIl
IR ARINMY M 21T NOUIT NON22 TR %Y T2
DT 95 5P AN NID3D PIIN OP 1102 DPT T 2
Vil nihtialy

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



Tzitzit Attached by a Minor

When | was a katan, | made tzitzit for myself. Someone told me that they are
no longer valid, now that | am fully obligated in mitzvot. Is that so? If it is, is
it sufficient to rectify the situation by untying and retying one knot as a gadol?
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Dealing with Loosened Tzitzit Knots

| have a new tallit katan (tzitzit), and the knots keep loosening up. Does
this make them temporarily pasul? If | discover on Shabbat that this has

happened, what should | do?
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Readjusting Tefillin that Has Slipped

My tefillin shel yad sometimes slips out of place and needs readjusting.
Should | take off my shel rosh and put the two on again in the proper order?
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Putting Tefillin on an Immobilized Arm

Q

After upcoming surgery on my left shoulder, my left arm will be
immobilized in a sling for a few weeks. What should | (a right-handed
man) do about putting on tefillin? Should | put them on my left arm

(preferably, on top of my shirt), despite the fact that | will be unable
to wrap the retzuot (straps) on my lower arm because of the sling? Is it
permissible to put the tefillin on my right arm under the circumstances
(with someone else wrapping them on me)? If neither option is viable,
should I put the shel rosh on alone, and, if so, with which beracha?
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Putting Tefillin on an Immobilized Arm
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F-6

Selling Sifrei Torah that Are Too Heavy for an Aging
Community

May a shul sell sifrei Torah that are too heavy for its aging members to lift?
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Leaning on the Shulchan

In one of your Ask the Rabbi columns, you discussed the issue of leaning
while receiving an aliya. | think you overlooked a very important problem,
as there is a definite prohibition to receive benefit from the shulchan,

which is a tashmish kedusha.
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Affixing an Unrolled Mezuza

In some modern, decorative, clear mezuza cases, the klaf is unfolded
so that it can be read while attached. Is this kosher and merely less
preferable, or must the klaf be rolled?
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Hosting a Difficult Guest

Q

We have a friend who stops by for meals often when she is in our area.
Last night, for the first time, she slept over. It was a nightmare! She
received several phone calls in the middle of the night, which woke us.

Also, despite being warned, she tripped the alarm. She now seems to
want to stay for another night and perhaps return in the future. Are we

permitted to refuse her request?
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Veto Power for Parents on Choice of Spouse?

Must a child obey if his parents disapprove of his choice of a spouse?
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Thanking HaShem after a “False Alarm”

If one has indications that he has a life-threatening illness, but it is
subsequently determined that, baruch Hashem, it was a “false alarm,”
should he recite Birkat HaGomel and/or make a seudat hoda’a?
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G-4

A Divorced Woman Reverting to Pre-Marriage Minhagim

I am a woman of Sephardi descent who married an Ashkenazi man, but
| am now divorced. Should | revert back to my Sephardic customs and

rulings?
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Guidelines on Warning People about Forbidden Actions

Can you give me some guidelines on when the mitzva of tochacha
(giving rebuke) applies? For example, if | am not sure if the recipient will
respond positively or negatively, should | say something?

Y 10 K PO NPbY NN MY .4
ows "y 7’13‘?1 1007 aws oIR8 9o T%T NA2
VIR W LW IR POR R M 5w, omY
SO0 0329 a8 9w MY 9aR TIXDY TN
N9 N by:n (shaitaialii=) iy miial¥ahninliniaiinia)ig ekl
SoMT YT IR 7209 5D1PDH D32 NN TN
M KON 90K mﬁ DN T TIIRY T 5532 ey
©”Dp "D "IN P72 AN130I) Tham T S PIY
1320 WPy 172N 7N 1908 O 1211 (2 "yYD
AT1202 71:1‘?}}1 aPIIDD N2T0 AR ,']1:1‘?1 o o
Eamisiiatinfmhin] 953w 1200 T80 1NN 13 03 M
NI DYD Y9 NI O3 LTI NN Doy on
A3V N3N WRTO2T NINT T1T2 ntinphinte e ‘?}J
550 WY RO, 99082 NN 7205 NN faimhivg
PRY ART Dwn oW on Itk Y, My 399”7 S DING
DR N0 97O K1Y NN mwy‘? DIRS DN
DMPPD NN WBIo WTY DR LT3 NTIDWRD
,2a1 9% I DIND DN 922 S99 1O nawa
9 N30 S DT 901 9T LT 1NT32 opn S5om
NS ONY [ak=) S2MWon N S 2Y P NI 91085
NENDI 9773 9N DWW TN 9o T 91089 19 e
NN DWW RO 89T 112,y ow 955 8297
TRD 9173 Swonn 9 N2 WY 277N ROR ,on
qBp ANy Swoma PP 0P NN qﬂ‘pnnw ay o ‘?}J

) PIOD X PID 03T YY1 .5

— WaMD GMND WA AWy nps M 2WSaND N
AP TD M INM? D KON JTONT KO Tdn
N3 7287 NN TN TIND KON 1932 NN TN N
219977 DIV 90 TTRNNT NY I 35N 70 N 1N
FTPITR MIDMY NN WY PATAY TON 3TIN KO 1D
IO LINMS D NOR DTN NN JITOM PR DM2aT
TR AT N RO ATIOMY MM W KT N
MO ND PR 707 .50 NAINTI 101 1300 weanm
SIITAMRIY ORI 11 ,7TNM? D KON IR NN
A3 INOY NN T 0N Y

www.eretzhemdah.org

318 DY 7t T TON TV .1

NIT NDIND 2T WD P 2V ANT NN
DIRY PINITO NRID 101 7101 O N NIXY P
TNNT Y 0w 1I2T N2 200w T D2 TN
DR PIIN% 15 PN IIDRD 2T AN PMBIY DTN 2N
TN NOT D" NNIW DID7 N1 TIDD DD MY
INDD NON TN TRYN 8O T NPT TR0 O
W TWPN RO IDBRT 17 KHMD 1INT KON DN 89T
2N VT LW MY =01 RPN 81 WA T M
NOW DN NTIDIND WNBRY RYT TN (T when
Y ST SIION NINHD D NI 12T WD
2T 92T W03 TN O MNm IRK 10 8O DR L1
NOW NIT MY 03557 NRDT IO N 7Y 307K RTT
DN 12T 10 BT

N DY Y a7 Nya KM .2
TRY PIIEBN PN LT3N AR I 27 02 8T N
N9V 007 7TaPT 1IN KPT NITRT L PIPON PN PeDn
ARNT NT YR O NN — 2T 8O T 1nR
YO T3 85T LNTOT NDIBK PN 20 KO 100
N L@ NP2 NN YIIR) MRS NRY pan
SINIDNT RMIBR 7NN POIRY INANT 9P w3 0
SRS 0% 1T LNOR 2T 8D 10 13N 8
T3T — M3 RIT LTI VY OONY PAN MY o
SITY LTI W OONY ANy W 2m S8 oo
NIRRT 8PN — NOMIRTD 9a8 732972 — O
ST R IO 1IN N L7300T2 NI N9 ROYIRTD
TP I VIR LN RAYTINT DMIDT O NODN KT

ST RO TO 13mnN KRS o

3’Yo NN o 02N NMIXK 7Y m‘:m 3
DPTY NN MO 7Y DN NODNY oWl
ROW 972 1792 1A PSP 9P 91 OIS mny

PN DN 12T 933 P NV A ITID NWYY I8N
O) AR TIND WANDM IR NPT PTI W NDY A e anm
PRW PTI ORI PN N2 WODN DR 228 ;NAMIRT 8T 0D
71270 89 928 NN QYD PO IO 01202 TN 8O PYnws viaT
TP WTOWTD 2N T2 92N ORI KOW PIW ANRD NN2

395D I8 o

)P0 Ow NN wn
311 192D RO ORTID PTD NPITY — §9 PR PN
73207 YT MBR NITNY PN 193D 8w poda a8

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



N
]
b

L

Calculating Ma’aser Kesafim

If one buys a home for $100,000 and sells it twenty-five years later for
$250,000, should he pay ma’aser kesafim on the net gain of $150,000,
or can he subtract from the net gain for inflation, mortgage payments,

improvements, or other matters?
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Returning a Security Deposit with a Different Currency

Q

Three years ago (2005), | rented out an apartment in Beit Shemesh and took
a security deposit of $1,000 to ensure my rights based on the agreement.
The contract designated that all payments be in US dollars, but, for the

renter’s convenience, | accepted payment of the deposit in shekels. The
rental period is over, and | want to return the deposit. He wants to receive
the same amount of shekels that he gave, which, according to the present
exchange rate, comes to much more than the $1,000 written in the

contract. How much do | owe him?

Clarification: The payment was in cash, although not stipulated in the
contract, because the renter did not have an Israeli bank account and | did

not mind.
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G-8.1

Reframing a Transaction to Avoid Ribbit

My son is buying a house, and | told him that, please G-d, | would

give him a present of $10,000 to help. He now needs an additional
$20,000 loan, which he is unable to receive from banks to complete the
transaction, and | can get such a loan. Am | correct that it is forbidden for
me to take the loan in my name and have him pay the bank the interest
or reimburse me? May |, instead, reduce my intended $10,000 present
to compensate for my losses on the $20,000 loan, considering that | only

made an oral pledge?
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Reframing a Transaction to Avoid Ribbit
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Drying Hands after Netilat Yadayim with a Hand Dryer

After washing one’s hands for netilat yadayim before eating bread, is it
permitted to dry one’s hands with an electric (blow) hand dryer instead of

a towel?
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Jewish Attitude Toward Veganism

The attached literature explains why we feel Jewish leaders, including rabbis,
should take a leading role in promoting vegetarianism and veganism. We
await your comments and feedback, as the rabbinic community is relatively

silent on the matter.

[We, very briefly, will summarize the issues that the question included.
Readers are invited to learn more at www.JewishVeg.com (a site that was
referenced).] The billions of farmed animals produce more greenhouse

gases than human transportation does, contributing to the looming world
ecological disaster including flooding, heat waves, and droughts in places
such as Israel. These animals require enormous amounts of water and animal
feed, much of which could feed starving people. Wasting resources in this
way violates bal tashchit (the prohibition to waste). Jews are not filling their
leadership role of tikkun olam (improving the world). Also, most farming of
animals is carried out in a cruel manner, thus violating tza’ar ba’alei chayim.
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Netilat Yadayim on Paint Stained Hands

During some volunteer painting that | was doing for a tzedaka organization, |
had a mishap that caused a significant amount of oil paint to get on my hand
and arm. After an initial washing of the hand, a significant amount of paint
remained. What am | supposed to do about netilat yadayim?
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Terumot and Ma’asrot on Spices

Does one have to take terumot and ma’asrot (tithes — hereafter, teruma)
from mint leaves or other spices that grow in Israel?
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G-13

Use of Phrase Whose Etymology is from Another Religion

| was surprised to see your column using an expression that comes from
another religion’s writings. Is that permitted?
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A Mourner Davening at a Minyan in the Same Building

If one who is sitting shiva is having difficulty gathering a minyan and
there is a minyan elsewhere in the building, is it acceptable for the avel to

go that minyan?
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May One Be a Sandek Multiple Times for One Family?

May someone serve as a sandek more than once for the same family?
Are there any halachic/minhag issues involved?
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The Date in a Ketuba of an Early Evening Wedding

| am about to have my wedding invitations printed, and | am not sure
what time the chupa should be. The mesader kiddushin is presently not
available. | am afraid that | will make the wrong decision about whether
the wedding should be before or after sunset, which, | guess, is a halachic
decision that he should make. May I set the time without consulting him?
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Holding on to Jewelry after a Broken Engagement

Our daughter was engaged, and her chatan broke off the engagement with
complaints that we know are untrue. We paid for many wedding expenses,
and his side has not agreed to pay their share. The chatan had given our
daughter an engagement ring and other jewelry, and we have received
word that his family wants them back. Are we required to return them, or
may we hold on to the jewelry until we have been compensated for our

expenses?
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Omitting Tachanun in the Presence of the Recently Remarried

We had a chatan (groom) in shul during the week after his wedding, so
we omitted Tachanun on a weekday and Av HaRachamim on Shabbat.
Someone suggested this was incorrect because both the bride and groom
had been married previously. Who is right?
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Responding to a Nondescript Summons to Beit Din

| have a monetary dispute with someone, which | have tried to settle
through compromise. Last week, | received a hazmana (summons) from
a beit din to appear on a certain date as a defendant. | am not sure that

| want to use that particular beit din, and | also do not know the extent
of the claim. If it is reasonable, | may pay to avoid a machloket and a
headache. Do | have to come to the beit din that summoned me without
any conditions, as their letter implies?
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The Morality of Searching for a Thief

there were grounds to suspect a specific camper. We considered searching

Q In our religious summer camp, some items were apparently stolen, and

the camper’s belongings to try to catch him, return the stolen objects,
prevent future thefts, and perhaps educate the offender. We decided not to

do the search, but could we have?
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Buying From the Store That Ordered an Item for You

| have been looking for a specific sefer that a rabbi of mine needs, and
| have gone to a few stores that did not have it. | called a store with
limited hours, whose owner offered to try to order it. Meanwhile, | am
pressed for time, and today | will be in Meah Shearim, with its many
sefarim stores, before the store | mentioned opens. Can | try to buy the
sefer in Meah Shearim, or am | bound to give a fair chance to the one

who said he would order it?
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Difficulty Returning Objects Left Behind

Q

| rent out an apartment, primarily for tourists for short stays. Often when
| straighten up after they have left, | find articles of varying values left
behind. | have spent numerous hours tracking down people and figuring

out how to return items, many of which | know they do not care about.
Do | have to continue expending funds (e.g., mailing, phone calls) and
especially devoting an excessive amount of time?
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Damages to a Borrowed Chair on Purim

My friend borrowed chairs from me for his Purim seuda. One of his
guests, while intoxicated, jumped on a chair and broke it. Does one
have to pay for damages he causes during mitzva-sanctioned reveling?

<<

FTONS) NI TPIONT ON 8Yan KO 9awa noNwe
D TR NP NN IR KON D N
FTONDIIT YIT NN 2T 772 Nwyd e K5 NI
DO TOND 12 WY Y ORY 9nawa oNwe
Rabinialavipl taivil s il Ny pivavdinin valgial bini
FININD 1DRT TN I FTONDI NN NPT 13990
WA 2N TIOR3, N0 wHN TN TN
SN 9D 070 N 9921 o2 12

) YD PY 1D LOWH WIN TNV NI .6
DMADY PO NPT AT T2 1N SN2 SN
DY MW I MDINT NPT NPT N T NN

1P ROT 1T NPID T PP W an JTOND NI TN
DN 19 NDW WHNW TUTT DO NO2 AN MWTT LONSH nmnm
,DY20Y AT NI TN SRWINT 928 LN DWa ) M
DM DINT O N2T TONSD DA M DMApT mooN

L) 1T NEDD 901, TONTIN

pY "D LOWY yWYIN qOY N3 .7

70 OR NOR 0D 1NY 12T TR 13927 N0 T
PI2T O TP BT WIDN ,7Wnn O8N NP NN
12958 101 7T W D90 ORWT 2NOw 01T pana
DYIAR 02T P2 ;997 09O 2vT 21T DN DINI
1M T SR ON 2R ITOND NP KOW DINIY
O8 228 ;7D 11 T —NWNIT KT N0 72 e
29T T T T2 WA NN W A2 Y omp ann
T LONWT PRIB2 2NOW 1T WO IO pranam .ovwd
TIPIRG IND FTORTD NNON TNNT 3MNNT 8T A
ST IO PN PIM [] 0% NP LINDNY 8002
RYT DWNT IRODT 23 5P A8 2N XY DD N
DD TNN D L0 B72) DN Y I NI YD m
20D YT LIT2] O3 VTN DIPH 20T IRWT TN
TPWHI ND 92K DDIND 2T ONT ONWT O
NI TONDIT FIPRWIW 712 YWD NWH 1N, 2NN
NIXDW DRI AR 70 TN 21205 710 AR
JTONDIT

D YD NYw 7D LOWH 1w wiad .8

NN TP 0 10T ARTPS Do oM
Fainielvdivivgininink Sa b vialk )i yinialvalislini A mhikitalal)
IR DIV TIT NN TN ORYLPI0D 10 1303 R
SR RYT AT TR0 SNWIT PN MR SR 10
23 9 ART % DOWO AN AN KYT DI DN w
TV DWOW SINWIT DT 1D LD MM KIT 0N
DR T TIMBY FTOND DRI TNND Y T 08
AT DWW MO TN anD Yo P Nt Nl

www.eretzhemdah.org

X Y nN» 97 1210 ,XI0) .1
JITIINNN PN A0 NN prm npin T

ow moomn

PR PN N — JTIRY PWRRIW NI T
Q272 PRI S TIMNR PO 7T D9
DD 12 W3 PO KON DYw 00T own N O
DM TNIRD T8N TIPS W .DINMIP D 0 — Y
PYNPT T DY T DMWY NN ARTPY D002 DA
13 O LD [T DD 19 9PPPM N 1han 5w 1Taa
FINN RS PRINNT MO WY TP AT DN Dnnn
e DDA W T DOV D0 990

3’V N¥IN P0 O¥N NIXK K"DT .2

DOWoM D 29999 ARRY 1O 1730 NN TN DY ANT DN N

T, P Ow NMI3 HwD

192 78p% 2173 PIVT 2 POM 722 — 9% P anT [
MBS ITID PNT PTEPR 2173 PINIDT NN 3 Il
2173 P2

22N FIINW FON WYY D - 29D DR o [
29T PP 0 O

Y YD YN 0 O NIN NN T .3
DT 1T NN TN P ONT DN BT aN0 MY
7190 NO® LAm90 A 8D Ty - DOwOn T oMIp
132012 D221 PWT SITIYIT OMY mMnwS 10 8N piund
WNNYD PWY STYPY D D BEWH W3 M
9 00 MBS DA BN PR Y 95 7127 0
129081 DOWS 2% PRI MDY 1091 ,pID Naw Ty

L7 P7D DTN 1301 QINT PrID 2N NI 12

»D ONIaAK WK O"N NNK 0TI 1D .4
T P’D NYIN

AN 113102 928 113102 89w 13T .OTIAN 1A Y BN
ROWT DM ORWD DD NI ONDT 2T 13m0 P
M NDODH DMIHT 21N 8YYa 302

N VD DY D LOWH 1WIN T INHW .5
711D 1792 IDINIT DOBOMD N TN A SN
MM AT PO PN IV LTIV R DWW N DY
TN NI T2 PN 210D 92 92K TN 122

<<

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



-6

Responsibility for Damage by Mysterious Fire

[The following is adapted from part of a din Torah ruling under our beit
din’s auspices in which this author sat as a dayan.] Reuven hired Shimon
to move household items. Due to the large quantity of items, in addition

to the moving truck, Shimon used a trailer-car that was pulled along. The
packers improperly put more and heavier objects in the trailer than in the
truck, apparently beyond its legal weight. This could have caused the tires
to blow out and increased the likelihood of an accident, which would have
caused minimal damage to the load, considering that it contained primarily
non-breakable items. Instead, during the drive, a fire broke out in the
trailer, which destroyed almost all of its contents within minutes, despite
diligent efforts to put out the fire and save the items. Neither side was able
to provide a logical explanation for how the fire started. Does Shimon’s
negligence (p’shiya) regarding one element of his work obligate him to pay
for a likely unrelated eventual damage?
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Was Payment Made?

In my yeshiva, there is a madrich who is the middleman between a
laundromat and students; he pays the laundromat and is reimbursed by
us. He keeps a ledger of how much we owe, and we usually pay after
they return the laundry. He then crosses out the entry in the ledger.
Recently, | used the system and although | am sure that | paid, he did not
erase the debt. (I think the ledger was not available when | paid.) He is
certain that | did not pay. Must | pay a second time, as he requests?

| am asking this with my madrich’s blessing. While we may work things
out on our own, we want to know the halacha.
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A Roommate Paying for Failing to Lock the Door

My roommate, Reuven, and | disagreed regarding whether it is necessary
to lock our dorm room when leaving, and he often does not bother or
remember to do so. Recently, some things were stolen from our room
after he left it unlocked. | think he should pay me for them, as his attitude
was proven overly optimistic at my expense. While | am not going to sue
him, | would like to know if | have a right to ask him for compensation.
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Systems to Make a Will Binding

| am working on composing a client’s will in a manner that it should be
halachically valid. He wants the contents of his home to be divided among
his children in the following way: They should divide the contents by
consensus. Regarding items about which an agreement is not reached, a
system of drawing lots should be used, whereby whoever wins the lottery

gets the object.

How can this be phrased so that it will be halachically binding, as there
seems to be a problem of bereira (retroactive determination) when giving
objects to an as of yet undetermined person?
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Using Other People’s Religious Articles

| give a handyman a lot of work and pay him at a generous hourly rate,
trusting him to report the hours. It has now come to my attention that he
charges me for things that | do not think are right. This includes the time
he spends asking experts how to do things and the time and “wear and
tear” on the car when he picks up things for me. | told him that | thought
that those things, which are not his work itself, should be on his account,
yet he keeps on charging me. Can he do that after | told him that he

should not be charging?
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Finding a Credit Note

| found a credit note of an (Israeli) supermarket in that supermarket. May

| use it?
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