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Shevitat Keilim: Machines Performing Melacha
Automatically in a Conspicuous Manner, Avsha Milta

Shiur number 11

In the previous shiur we began the topic of Shevitat Keilim. We learned that Beit Shammai’s
opinion is that one must ensure that his possessions do not perform melacha on Shabbat, while
Beit Hillel believes that there is no such obligation. The Halacha follows the opinion of Beit
Hillel, but there are still two issues related to Shevitat Keilim that one must address even
according to Beit Hillel:

1. Under what circumstances may one earn profit from melacha performed by one’s
possessions on Shabbat (i.e.-renting them on Shabbat, renting them before Shabbat, and
having a sale take effect on Shabbat). We discussed this question in the previous Shiur.

2. Under what circumstances must one refrain from having his machines etc. perform
melacha on Shabbat for the sake of maintaining the proper spirit of Shabbat? We will
discuss this question in this Shiur.
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As we saw last time, Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel argue about the permissibility of setting up a system
where melacha will automatically take place on Shabbat:
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The Gemara explains:
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Shiur number 11- Shvitat Kelim part 2

The Yerushalmt explains the reasoning behind their disagreement:
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The above pasuk seems unnecessary; the Torah forbids the performance of melacha on Shabbat, so
why do we need a psasuk to instruct us that we should perform our melacha during the other six
days; isn't that obvious? Beit Shammai uses this pasuk to infer that melacha must be completed
before Shabbat. Meaning, it is forbidden for melacha to continue taking place, even on its own, on
Shabbat. Beit Hillel understands the pasuk differently. He infers precisely the opposite : that melacha
can continue on the Seventh Day! That is, one may set up a system before Shabbat that will enable
melacha to take place on Shabbat.
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The Baraita permits melacha to be performed by itself on Shabbat, seemingly in accordance with Beit
Hillel's opinion. Nevertheless, the Baraita concludes by forbidding one to place wheat in a grindstone
before Shabbat so that it will be ground up during Shabbat. Why? The Amoraim offer different
explanations:
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Shiur number 11- Shvitat Kelim part 2
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Rabbah explains that the Baraita forbids arranging for the grindstone to grind on Shabbat due to the
noise that it produces. This implies that Rabbah understands that the Baraita follows Beit Hillel, but it
is nonetheless forbidden due to the noise.

Rav Yosef, however, that the Baraita follows Beit Shammai, which is why the grindstone may not grind
on Shabbat. (Most Rishonim hold thus, although the Rokeach suggests that Rav Yosef also believes
that the Baraita follows Beit Hillel, but that Beit Hillel also believes in a certain form of Shevitat Keilim.
We elaborate on this and other issues in the Harchavot.)
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The Gemara continues:
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What exactly does the Gemara mean? Many of the Rishonim explain that the Gemara means to state
that Rav Yosef's explanation is correct, and the problem with setting up the grindstone is due to
Shevitat Keilim. This would imply that the Baraita is not accepted as the Halacha, since it follows Beit
Shammai and not Beit Hillel.
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The Rambam also omits the prohibition of setting up a grindstone before Shabbat, which implies that
it is permitted, as only Beit Shammai forbids its operation.
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Other Rishonim, however, disagree and accept Rabbah’s explanation. The above Tosafot continues
and writes:
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The Rosh, amongst other Rishonim, offers a similar explanation of the Gemara. The Shulchan Aruch
rules:
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The Shulchan Aruch follows the lenient opinion of the Rambam, Tosafot, and Baal Hamaor. The Rema
writes that one should preferably be stringent, but he too rules that one may be lenient in order to
avoid financial loss.
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Shiur number 11- Shvitat Kelim part 2
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The Meiri writes that the grinding of the wheat is an act of a very public nature. What exactly is being
publicized? According to Rashi and the Meiri, it seems that the noise itself is problematic. Loud noise
is inconsistent with an ideal Shabbat atmosphere. Therefore, even if the grindstone is set up before
Shabbat, the noise itself is still a problem.
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The Sefer Haterumah implies that the problem is the concern that people hearing the noise will
suspect that the person himself is grinding on Shabbat. We therefore appear to have a disagreement
amongst the Rishonim whether arranging the wheat in the grindstone before Shabbat is problematic
due to the noise, or due to the mistaken impression that it might create.

There are several practical differences between these two understandings:
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The Rishonim discuss whether one may wind and set a clock before Shabbat if it will chime every hour
the following day, on Shabbat:
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The Mahari Vile forbids this, and he brings the Gemara regarding grinding wheat as his proof.

VPN YD NAY NN MIYN MINN 190

YPIDT NIV DNV MDA DY DN INNIY RNDND RYNK DY WIPAY I7NHD) INN 1901 YW MADIN W
9y DY Y52 PPND DINIW DIWTY YINY UPWPRNN AN 12X HDD XIMYW XY DT NHYL 1D DNY,PLN DN 1N NIV
92T NIY 12 NYYND NION PIDAY ¥ 1971590 IMX PIPNN PR YPYPN RINY DPN ININD PINN DY O

The Agur follows the understanding of the Sefer Haterumah, and he therefore permits setting the
clock, as it is clear to people that clocks are set in advance, and people won't suspect that the owner
of the clock did anything on Shabbat itself. This is the opinion of the Rema:
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Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach explains the parameters of this leniency:
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Rav Menachem Mendel Weismandl (Av Beit Din from Monsey) applies this leniency in regards to
websites:
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Websites are designed to function automatically for long periods of time. It is therefore a fair
assumption to assume that the site was set up before Shabbat.
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Shiur number 11- Shvitat Kelim part 2
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According to either of the two understandings above, there is a problem with creating loud noise on
Shabbat. How loud is considered loud for these purposes?
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Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach is undecided as to whether noises that cannot be heard outside are
considered problematic.

Y 11950 1 PN BN NN AYN N NIY

Y NIV MYYN WTIND DIP WNWNRY 29 DY G NIV 29Y2 ANIPWYN DD THRYND IMNY NNY DYDY PI0N ... RN
M), N2V DN DIPI T DI DITI PN N2 NWYIN DIP NINY R M0 ... DIDNRND YYD 19TV PYTY DON
TON 7PN

Rav Moshe Feinstein points out that the Rema was lenient about setting up a clock that will chime on
Shabbat because people realize that it was set before Shabbat. That is, that the level of noise that a
clock produces is theoretically loud enough to be problematic, even though it is significantly quieter
than the noise produced by a grindstone. He continues:
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We will see below that other poskim are more lenient.
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Around the time of the founding of the State of Israel a pharmaceutical factory was built in Ramat
Gan. The production of certain medicines required them to undergo chemical processing that would
take several consecutive days The Moetzet Harabbanut Harashit (which consisted of Rav Herzog, Rav
Uziel, Rav Unterman, and Rav Meshulam Roth) discussed the permissibility of allowing the machines
to continue functioning over Shabbat. The correspondence is recorded in Shu"t Heichal Yitzchak (of
Rav Herzog) in Simanim 19-25. Rav Herzog begins his first responsum with the following:
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There should seemingly therefore be no reason to be stringent, but he continues:
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At first glance, Rav Herzog's opinion is difficult to understand. If he already established that the
machines only produce a faint hum, why should there be any reason at all to be stringent?
In order to understand this we must return to the Rishonim:
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We saw earlier that Rashi and the Meiri (as opposed to the Sefer Haterumah and Agur) explain that
the noise is problematic, since it impinges on the proper atmosphere of Shabbat. If that is the case,
one can posit that loud noise is only one example and practically there may be many automatic
actions that are considered to negatively impact the Shabbat atmosphere and should therefore be
forbidden.
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Rav Moshe Feinstein rules that, even if there is no noise, any action that leads to a desecration of the
spirit of Shabbat is included in Chazal's prohibition. Still, he continues and explains that as many
people have already permitted using timers, one should not consider them a desecration of the
Shabbat atmosphere. (He refers to the above reasoning as “MoX? NINXN DYY,” the last reason to be
stringent. We did not quote his first reason to be stringent, but we have quoted it in the addendum
on Shevitat Keilim regarding timers on Shabbat).
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Rav Mordechai Yaakov Breish (Chief Rabbi of Zurich after the Second World War) also warns about the
risks of a lenient approach towards using technology to perform melacha automatically:
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The Chelkat Yaakov explains that his concerns are not only that such behavior would be problematic
in light of our Gemara about grinding wheat, but that, based on the Ramban, such behavior could
result a prohibition dOraital The Ramban explains that even though the details of engaging in
business are only forbidden d’Rabanan, still one who consistently engages in business on Shabbat
violates the Torah command to make Shabbat a day of rest.

However, other poskim are opposed to applying the notion of violating the Shabbat atmosphere to
factors other than loud noises (the following words were written as a response to the Chelkat Yaakov's
position):
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Shiur number 11- Shvitat Kelim part 2

Regarding the pharmaceutical factory in Ramat Gan, the Moetzet HaRabbanut HaRashit ultimately
ruled leniently:
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2. Sprinklers

The Tzitz Eliezer discusses whether a sprinkler system may operate on Shabbat. He discusses the two
different aspects of the issue: noise and Marit Ayin. In the following, he relates to the issue of noise:
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S5Y NN MINAN PRI ,AVIDN MY D17 79 NMIHRYN INPN Y951 1712 MY 9P DY MYNIYN N NIVNNN
IMION OMONY NN RYNN NIPI XOT 10D DIPN ¥ XT 1N 199 NON NP NNy

The following discusses the issue of Marit Ayin:

DY N2V, 0PN TNND PP NTY 10 PR NINY 19X D521 ,X9) NAYN DY DY Nywn TN NN NNV DMNIA
NP NY J199) YNNI XD IR IR DPNIN NOYIN INI TOINM ,NOYINI N> DPNINY DMNPY NXIN DPN
MY 1IN DWO NOYIN DMNIN NINT D) DY ININD TNPN PIPT XD 12T NP NNV PY THIRIN DY YYNn
NNDM NYNNX OV 0P 51PN 2wN) 155 ,Nawn 0P DMNIN G0 DPY9N D) NID YN NV 7N 0NN DY) DINN
NOW T2, D NPT NI NNVYW TN ONION TN DYWO X2 NIV D35 915 727D NNTNID DAN ... NNIYT XM
TIVND INID XD DNDIYIT MIVNNNY INDY 192 1OD) ,WMNA NN IRPYNN N TOINM ,DVNN WPOPN
9709 7O NN DY NXT NV YRIN THN DRI STHN XN TOINNY NPV 1IIVWNY ROX XN NIV 17DV

MMM I9INA HON WRIN

The Tzitz Eliezer explains that Marit Ayin is a risk in the specific case of the grindstone, as there is no
obvious explanation for why they need to be working on Shabbat. Regarding a sprinkler system,
however, people understand that some crops need to be watered daily, and since there is no reason
for people to suspect that the field owner does not properly observe Shabbat, they will assume that
he set up the sprinkler system before Shabbat.

Nevertheless, he adds a stringency:

P27 NN HYAY TOY NM VN I ... WA DIY MYN 92T IR NI NIVNND PV NP L,GPIN AT
AU7YN N 7Y INTIWH NMTVNNNY N2 2IND KNP WY MY PN

3. Dishwasher

Earlier, we quoted Rav Shlomo Levi's opinion, which is very similar to the second reason provided by
the Tzitz Eliezer, who distinguishes between melacha that is performed for the sake of Shabbat itself
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and melacha (such as grinding) that is for the sake of after Shabbat. Rav Levi explains that there is no
Marit Ayin regarding having a dishwasher function on its own on Shabbat, because people will
assume that something that is done for Shabbat was arranged to be performed in a permitted
manner.

)2 P Y P99 ,07HUN NNT1HN ,NNIVND NAY NYNIY
DY92-NVYY MNINN NN DY ... 1PN ITIN N2AY D9 NOLYD 11930 1D 1M1

We are not currently discussing how to instruct a non-Jew to perform melacha — we discussed this in
Shiur 3. Still, from the above Shemirat Shabbat Kehilchita it appears that there is no violation of the
Shabbat atmosphere when a dishwasher functions on Shabbat. Rav Yitzchak Halevi Pollak (Rosh Kollel,
Bobov Kollel Antwerp) asks him this question, and this is his response:

139 NNIY 37IUN a1 ’NNNn Np”
DNON PRHYAY = D) DY L NIOODY IANNND NN DX ONYNY) ... 10D IYHYD DN DIVHD 0N XD nD
219y MIPNDN HAN NN RYNIN DIVN NTD W — Yy NYIY NNDN DN ,0) 79N PR — DD NOVYHY

Rav Neuwirth does not think that the noise produced by a dishwasher is generally problematic. (It is
worth noting that he therefore appears to have a more lenient definition of problematic noise than
the aforementioned Rav Moshe Feinstein, since it seems reasonable that the dishwasher was audible
in an adjacent room, and Rav Neuwirth was still lenient.) In a subsequent edition of Shemirat Shabat
Kehilchita, Rav Neuwirth specified that this leniency does not apply to a noisy dishwasher: (it is worth
noting that since this discussion, dishwashers have become much quieter.)

PP RY P99 ,¥7UN NN1DN ,NNIVND NAY NYNIY
P WY SYNRWND DD MTHI VP IN NIV WHNYND YN 122 DD NYTNY TN 27100 IWIRD PN
NIYN TIAD2 HRDTD DI NAYD DIRNN IPRY MNIN WY — WIPI .XNDMD RYNIN DIV 1IN0

In Techumin 11, Rav Rosen also discusses the use of dishwashers on Shabbat and explains why he
believes that the noise is not problematic:

nNNY 19N HY RN PN

D) NION ,VIOY NINNIND DONIND 29D , NIV DD NI TN WNRNWYND IMNY T292 11 KD D NI /NNINY 1910 NTHY
L0 NIVO NNAPYY) DN DTN TN 2PN XN NAY ANY 1D, D7NT TIPIN T/YIN 90 DYDY DINT) NN
DapNY 2NV ,0»N70N DXNIN NN NINID NIV DYI9ON NYTHI YINOWN 1ON /NN YTITY DNIT NT 2PN
SMOR ODON NTHL YINIVN DDY

4, Radio and Microphone

We will not discuss all of the complicated aspects regarding microphone use on Shabbat. Rather, we
will only focus on the specific issue of whether there is a problem due to the noise it produces:

L 11920 X PIN NPYY NN NIV

NYY Y NAYA NN IO IN NIY 29Y0 NN PTIN VOPN IR IN NP DIN NN PRYN DX GRY IR
. MON NT I 90 RNDN RYNNT DIP NYNYN NIINRT 11D 779N YONIVIN

2y wNn XN TYNNY D) HY DMNIT XIIT DX 7D NIWA 5I1P NYNYN 129 10X KOV IWIRT ,PIPAY ¥ NIINIDY
MNPY D30 T HOIN PTI2 I7RYA ... DTR MY NIV NUYI RINY 2IWND WO D170 ¥1IvIn NPNVN NP IMN
NON 1T NNV ATYNNN DOVIPI DN YD VYPNN NNXNY 7Y IND KI5 DXINN DPNX DTN N DINNN
VIPYP IN DD YW DPNIY NMYT DT PRY VAN 1OV 111,01 - DI 191 MNPN OMX ONP P NN PYINNY
..V IMYYD MORY NI DIP 1MINY RIN YOWIN DIPN DNYY )WY

PTIN DY VOPNN IN NP DIN NOYINY DIYTY DINV 11D ,Td DIVN PONY 59D NIN NIAD INDT NIWIN NNT DD DY
TUNNVY IR, DYV NRY VIPYPRN IN NPNLN P DY DY NN TYNN DX 2D 75 195 ,NIyaN MNOMNI D) NOID
WINRYHNNY NIWND YL NI DIP YWD DY NPDTN NOIN MY DN D D17 INIX YNIYNY H9I 1910 NOW 1IN NN
YN NONDN DY 12y

NN NN PIOTND IN M3 X1 XNV NPT DIVN NIV PTI WINYD MONXT 1D NN PRY OYTIND IR
T2 PO, NNSYN M YTND NN PR NN D IMN JPNY K12 NPV IN DIDNI NNNY RODY NP PYI PTIN
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YOV 19IN DD2T NN ORTY NI ..., NIAYD KM RN 0P NYNYN Wy 01PN 92T ¥1Iv1a XN ¥ NON
NDY D70 NPT VNN IO DY DT PT D) GR 199,000 DY DMNIY D PIVN NTUN NN DIP Nynwvn
VUTIND NPT

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach inttially suggests that the noise produced by a microphone is not
problematic, as the amplification is not produced by the melacha of turning on the unit, and it is
therefore not comparable to the noise from a grindstone, where the melacha itself produces the
noise. Ultimately, however, he is stringent.

Rav Yisroeli, though, is lenient for another reason, at least for the purposes of Tefillah or Torah:

) TN 15 NAIVWN N PYN Pran ANINA
2279201 7197772 5102 19 . ANNHD DIPHN DY INMN XINY NN ,XTDI DIPNA IMNY NN MM

But he is unsure whether one may apply this leniency practically:

9272 ,NXON 1T PR — DY DOPDIDN NYT DY TINDY - XD DIPNA DPNY NX7NDIN NYION NNDYT ,Papad v
INIPN TITA YPRY

Later on, he distinguishes between the two reasons for the prohibition:

YYIN PR D ON 2 PO MNPWNN NYYA D) POV, TUNN ... PIYT ... 199N DYV NIV P NPN RP W¥T N2
TYN 12 97YIOY 10N DISOSN YWY 720 D100 IN NN P 921vN 01PN Yon .00 DY DN 10 DI
212> YINOND YWD DYPNRY WYIN PRY DD M2 POV XY — 9INT PTW YW DYLN() ... DAV IMDVINY
ND ,OWNT PTIY DY WYN 9T 12 ¥ 00N TINA DIPNI TIT NDT O) DT, ORI L. DINT PTAY I VN
DIVN VYA PRY DY) .DMNMIA WY, DXPNY YYIN T80 791D WNWNY 912 DT PRY .MNPYNRN Wwn Ny

2IP192 WINOW1 15, 0NT PTAY

NAVA HPNIA YNPYN YY P10 AN MAIVN — MANIN

2 7 e

Summary
1. The Gemara

In the Mishna and Gemara (Shabbat 17a), Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel argue whether there is a
prohibition for melacha to be performed on its own on Shabbat. The Yerushalmi explains that their
dispute is based on their respective interpretations of the phrase “p>wyn nwyn oM’ nww: why is it
necessary to state that one should work during the six days that are not Shabbat? Beit Shammai
extrapolates that one must ensure that all melacha, even melacha that is being performed on its own,
concludes before Shabbat. In contrast, Beit Hillel explains that the pasuk is teaching the opposite: that
one may allow melacha to continue on its own into Shabbat.

The Baraita in Shabbat (18a) permits Melachot to be performed on their own on Shabbat, but it forbids
allowing a grindstone to grind wheat on its own on Shabbat.

Rabbah explains that the grinding is prohibited due to the loud noise that it produces, while Rav Y osef
explains that it is prohibited due to the requirement of Shevitat Keilim. (See the Harchavot where we
discuss if Rav Yosef means to explain the Baraita in accordance with Beit Shammai or Beit Hillel.)
The Baal Hamaor and Rabbeinu Tam write that the Gemara’s conclusion is that the Baraita is in
accordance with Rav Yosef, who follows the opinion of Beit Shammai, and it is therefore not accepted
as Halacha. The Rambam and Shulchan Aruch also state, without qualification, that one may put wheat
into a grindstone before Shabbat.

V' A
Questions and comments may be sent to: info@eretzhemdah.org 13719

¢




Shiur number 11- Shvitat Kelim part 2

Tosafot, however, amongst other Rishonim, writes that the Halacha is in accordance with Rabbah’s
understanding. The Rema therefore rules that one should ideally be stringent and forbid setting up a
system that will generate noise on Shabbat, but he is lenient in the case of significant loss.

2. Defining the Reason Behind the Prohibition

Rashi and the Meiri explain that the problem with creating loud noise is that it detracts from a proper
Shabbat atmosphere.

In contrast, the Sefer Haterumah writes that it is due to the fact that it can lead people to suspect that he
is grinding the wheat on Shabbat.

There are several practical differences between these understandings:

1. Acts that are generally performed before Shabbat: The Agur writes that winding a clock before
Shabbat, which will cause it to ring every hour on Shabbat, should theoretically be problematic.
He nevertheless rules that one may be lenient, since he follows the Sefer Haterumah; as
everyone knows that clocks are set in advance, no one will suspect that he set it on Shabbat.
This is also the Rema’s ruling. Similarly, some rule that there is no problem of melacha being
performed in public when a website remains accessible on Shabbat, since no one suspects that
the owners set up the website on Shabbat.

2. An action that is performed specifically on Shabbat: There are those who explain, in
accordance with the understanding of the Sefer Haterumah, that people might suspect that one
is grinding his wheat on Shabbat, because there is no obvious reason why he would have set up
his grindstone to be operating on Shabbat. However, for something that is needed on Shabbat,
people will assume that the owner set it up properly before Shabbat. We saw two applications
of this understanding: A) Rav Shlomo Levi writes this in regards to dishwashers. B) The Tzitz
Eliezer writes this in regards to a sprinkler system (as some plants require daily watering).

3. Desecrating the spirit of Shabbat: The Moetzet Harabbanut Harashit deliberates whether there
the Shabbat atmosphere is violated when a factory allows its machines to continue functioning
on Shabbat, even if they don’t produce a loud noise. They ruled leniently (on condition that the
factory would be locked and that there would be a sign explaining that no one was is the
factory on Shabbat).The Igrot Moshe and Chelkat Yaakov are stringent and write that it is
considered a violation of the Shabbat atmosphere for a factory to operate automatically, even if
it does not produce noise, and even though there is no concern of Marit Ayin that people are
working on Shabbat.

The Beer Moshe and Tzitz Eliezer are lenient and write that the prohibition in the Gemara was
limited to actions that produce loud noise, and we do not have the ability to forbid other factors
besides loud noise.

3. What Noise Level is Considered Problematic?

Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach learn from the discussion about setting a
clock that will chime on Shabbat that the prohibition of creating noise applies only to a noise that can
be heard outside of the room.

4, Contemporary Applications

1. Washing Machine: Rav Ovadiah Yosef and Rav Ben-Tzion Abba-Shaul forbid activating a
washing machine that will continue working into Shabbat, unless there is a great need (such as
a soldier who comes home before Shabbat and will be leaving after Shabbat).

2. Sprinker System: The Tzitz Eliezer permits using a sprinkler system for two reason. One, as we
mentioned above, is that something that is needed on Shabbat is different, and the second is
that it does not make sufficient noise to be considered problematic. Still, he prefers putting up a
sign explaining that there is an automatic sprinkler system.

3. Dishwasher: The Shemirat Shabbat Kehilchita permits having a non-Jewish wash a Jew’s
dishes in a dishwasher. This implies that noise a dishwasher makes is not problematic. He was
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asked about this and writes that he thinks a dishwasher is generally not loud enough to be
prohibited. Still, in a later edition, he clarifies that if the dishwasher is noisy then one must be
stringent.

Techumin volume 11 contains articles by Rav Rosen and Rav Shlomo Levi, who both permit
the use of a dishwasher that turns on automatically on Shabbat, and Machon Tzomet even
encourages the installation of a timer that will enable Shabbat use.

4. Microphone: Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach suggests that noise is considered problematic only
if it is caused by a prohibited action. There is therefore room to permit the use of a microphone
that has been turned on before Shabbat, as the microphone’s amplification is not itself the result
of a melacha. Ultimately, however, he rejects this distinction and forbids the use of
microphones.

Rav Shaul Yisroeli writes two reasons to be lenient: a) If the microphone is needed for a
Mitzvah, then it is permitted, just like the Rema permitted in a situation of a significant loss.

b) There is no concern that people will think that the user is violating a prohibition, since they
understand that the noise is created automatically. In regards to the concern that the noise
violates the Shabbat atmosphere, he accepts the idea that noise is only considered problematic
when it is caused by a prohibited action.
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