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Traveling Before Davening

There is no local minyan at which | can daven and still get to work on time.
Is it permitted for me to travel to the area of my job and daven there with
a minyan, or does that violate the ruling of the Shulchan Aruch (Orach
Chayim 89:3) that does not allow traveling before davening? Would it be
better to daven without a minyan before traveling?
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Waking Up to Daven

Question: | will be on an overnight trans-Atlantic flight traveling east, so
that during the time people normally sleep, the time for Shacharit will pass
quickly. Is it necessary to get up to daven, or do we say that one who is

sleeping is exempt from mitzvot?
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A-3.1

Pressuring Participants in a Minyan Not to Miss

We have a minyan of exactly ten men during the week, and everyone is
committed to coming every day. Recently, a tzaddik came to town, and
three regular participants in our minyan went to daven with him, leaving
us without a minyan. There are many shuls in town, but we are trying to
keep our shul going and hope it will grow. Was it right for our members to

leave us without a minyan?
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A-3.2

Pressuring Participants in a Minyan Not to Miss
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A Make-Believe Minyan for Children

When teaching children how to observe mitzvot, can they, among
themselves, act as if they are bar mitzva? For example, can they recite
Barchu, Kedusha, and Kaddish at a children’s “minyan”?
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Davening at the Same Time as a Minyan

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 90:9) rules that one who cannot make
it to a minyan should try to daven at the same time as a minyan. How is this
to be carried out in places where there are multiple minyanim?
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A-6
Does One Starting Shemoneh Esrei with the Chazan
Count for a Minyan?
| arrived at a small minyan for Mincha just as the chazan was waiting for one
more person needed to start chazarat hashatz. The question arose whether |

could be counted if | started my personal Shemoneh Esrei along with the chazan,
considering that | was doing my own davening and not answering amen.
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Priorities in Last-Minute Shacharit for Women

During vacation, my teenage daughter is willing to get up to daven by sof
z’man tefilla (the end of the proper time for reciting Shemoneh Esrei), but
she does not always leave enough time to say everything and still get to
Shemoneh Esrei on time. What should she do?
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When the Tenth Man Will Leave Early

My minyan for Shacharit was short one person. Someone who had already
davened agreed to join us until the end of chazarat hashatz. Were we
permitted to recite Kaddish Titkabel after he left, just like when a regular
davener leaves a minyan early? Was it permitted for us to set up the minyan
with someone who had to leave before the end?
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Short Pants for Davening on Shabbat

Someone in shul told me last Shabbat that | should not wear shorts to shul.
When | told him | learned that it is permitted to daven in shorts, he said that
Shabbat is different. Does Shabbat change the halacha?!
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A-10

Kri’at HaTorah of Shabbat Mincha at Non-Standard Times

| am presently serving in the army, and it is not uncommon that we will not
have access to a sefer Torah at the time we can daven Mincha on Shabbat.
Can we perform the kri’at haTorah for Mincha in the morning after Musaf
instead? If we davened Mincha without kri’at haTorah and then later have
access to a sefer Torah, can we lain at that point?
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A-11.1

Giving a Yisrael an Aliya When a Kohen Remains in Shul

In our shul, when we have multiple chiyuvim (those who require aliyot)
during the week, we ask the kohanim to leave shul temporarily so that a
non-kohen may receive the first aliya. One minyan participant is an elderly
kohen who finds it taxing to leave. Since he does not mind giving the aliya to
a yisrael, may we call up a yisrael even if this kohen remains in shul?
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A-11.2

Giving a Yisrael an Aliya When a Kohen Remains in Shul
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A-12.1

Running Out of P’sukim after the Second Aliy

At Mincha of Shabbat, the ba’al korei did not stop at the correct place to
end the second aliya, but instead continued until the end of the prescribed
laining. For the third aliya, should we have read the regular third aliya (as a
repeat) or gone on beyond the normal reading?
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A-12.2
Running Out of P’sukim after the Second Aliy
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A-13

Should a Kohen Prefer a Minyan with an Additional
Kohen?
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At one of the minyanim | attend, | am often the only kohen. Considering
that this lowers the level of Birkat Kohanim, should | avoid davening there?
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A-14

Mistakes in the Order of Kaddish and Barchu

On Motzaei Shabbat, the chazan mistakenly recited Kaddish Titkabel and
Barchu before V’Yehi Noam and Kiddusha D’Sidra (V’Atah Kadosh). After
saying these tefillot, he repeated Kaddish Titkabel and Barchu. Similarly,
one morning, a mourner said Barchu after the Kaddish of the shir shel yom,
instead of after Ein Keilokeinu. He then repeated it at its normal place. Were

these repetitions warranted?
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A-15

Children in Diapers in Shul During Davening

Is it permitted for young children in diapers (i.e. not capable of bowel control)
to be in shul during the time of tefilla? | am bothered that in my shul not

everyone is careful about this.
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A-16

Reading Kri’at Shema With Trop

Is there a preference or even a requirement to recite Shema with its trop
(Torah-reading cantillation, or is any coherent mode of recitation acceptable?
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B-1

Beracha on Homeopathic Medicine?

| understand that one does not make a beracha on medicine. This raises
a question for those who use homeopathic medicines, which are usually
sweet. Should they listen to homeopaths, who consider it medicine, in
which case a beracha is not called for, or to conventional doctors, who say
it is not medicine, in which case a beracha is mandatory?
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The Beracha on Vegetable Soup Broth

Q What beracha do | make on vegetable soup when | consume just the broth?
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The Beracha on Pureed Vegetable Soup

| read your recent response about the beracha on the broth of vegetable
soup. Is the halacha any different for pureed vegetable soup?
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Beracha Acharona on Fruits of Different Categories

Does the bracha acharona of Al HaEtz include ordinary fruit (not from
the seven species) that was eaten? Is it preferable to recite the beracha
acharona of Al Hamichya/Al HaEtz before Borei Nefashot?
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B-5

Zimun of Those who Ate Milk with Those who Ate Meat

From what | understand, if three people eat together, with one eating
dairy and two eating meat, the one who ate dairy leads the zimun because
he can presently eat from both types of food, whereas the others cannot.
Is the same true if four people ate together and three of them had meat
and one had dairy, in which case the three do not require the dairy-eater
in order to do the zimun? Also, in the first case, should the dairy-eater do
the zimun even if one of the others is a kohen?
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B-6

Shehecheyanu on Fruit for a Visitor from a Place with
Constant Access

| live in England, where avocados are available all year long, and | am
visiting Israel, where avocado is primarily a winter-spring fruit. Should |
recite Shehecheyanu upon eating it in Israel?
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Fulfilling HaGomel with a Different Beracha

Part I: It has been a couple months since | had a baby. May | still recite

Birkat HaGomel?

Part 1l: Before | sent you the question, | followed a ruling that | found
online that if one is not sure whether he needs to recite HaGomel, he
should have in mind during the morning beracha of “hagomel chasadim
tovim ["amo Yisrael [Who grants good acts of kindness to His nation Israel]”
that it should also serve as thanks in lieu of Birkat HaGomel. After having
done that, can I still follow your ruling and recite the regular HaGomel, or
would that now be a beracha ['vatala?
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Making Berachot upon Seeing Animals
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| have never made berachot upon seeing animals in the zoo, but it
seems from sifrei halacha that one should. Should I start doing that, and,
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HaMapil for those Who Go to Sleep Before Night

Do people who go to sleep before nightfall (e.g., during the summer,
night-shift workers, the old and the ill, etc.) recite HaMapil before going

to sleep?
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Sunbathing on Shabbat

Is it permitted to sunbathe on Shabbat? Does it depend on the purpose of
the sunbathing: health benefits, tanning, enjoyment?
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C-2

Doing Work for Someone for Whom it is Still Shabbat

check-in for him on Motzaei Shabbat in Israel (his Shabbat afternoon) before

Q My friend called me from New York on Friday and asked me to do an internet

his Saturday night flight. Is it permitted for me to do so?
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Reheating Microwaved Food on Shabbat

| cook rice in the microwave. On Shabbat, | want to heat it up on the hot
plate. Aside from the regular questions of reheating, is there a problem
because the first cooking was irregular?
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C-4

Returning Food to an Oven with a Shabbat Mode

My electric oven has a “Shabbat mode,” which enables us to cancel the
automatic shut-off (so that it will stay on for two days of Yom Tov) and keeps
the exact heat you set, without fluctuation when the door is opened. On
Shabbat, may we warm up fully-cooked, dry food in this oven?
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C-5.1

Use of a Ladle for Hot Soup on Shabbat

| know that there are opinions that a ladle that was put into a pot of soup on
a heat source becomes a kli rishon. Is this true only of a metal ladle? What
if the ladle is put into the soup only after it was taken off the heat source?
At what point does the pot or ladle stop being a kli rishon? May one put the
ladle back into the soup without wiping it off?

5 pro 3y "D YT N M 4

T 5D WA ANWS AN 0D N5 97 23D
DWW I A2PATO 00T 9P PN Ew My
NPT NI A2 DWaw 00T I RPYT PN DM
TN 9902 PINTIT 1Y 90T T 2N ORY LIRS Y90
90 RYT WY AR 90T DD ,SPa0 wunn Mnyn
ORIy DOt PR 2w 12 Svann uw
ORI VI TN Y ARWE 0T DR Y DN
DY DTN DM PPN DY RN TP PN 12
P8 DM2TH AW IR TP —TWRT 990 RT3 pnn
PN DTN RINTTY PPN 00N AN DRY pewn
2 TR MTIANT SIW A9D T 12 W I 990 0 NN
NIT D310 MmN T 0T NN 902 1Y NiTT T
DR BI%HMY 090 PIWRT Y902 PRI RITT PN 9D
ADWNT TTP? DWW A2 2MN2 §0 8HYD 10 30
IND PRI IRYTY NN ADN W DR 19BN AoN
719,03 90 TP PIRT D00 ARWY 90T NI oY
SN DY D TR IO o N 90 ow 1oy Naw
T ORYTLWRD PPI ON AN 1OP mE NNn 90 8OM
DRT N PN 00 I PN Py T s
LIPNT 900 D 1O IRWIT 97T TN NI oY Y
NOT TIRNI .. ZTNIWT ONTN TR0 DR IND 10 DN
TP R NOXW ONTT SN2N0W D O T YT Xwp
SNTY IR T N0 0o I NOR O PN TN
12MN2YW I3 P92 wveNy 0 95 O (P Y902 PN
PONTY MNT IR DOV W PWNn 9902 19BN P02
TYTY WY ORI 7D PN T 70 M 1IN 10WNaY
oW 737 9 M ONT NN 2MWANT W 2! 102
JTVTRIT O3 110 W PR 90

<<

www.eretzhemdah.org

D YD MY 7D 07PN NMK TV INDW .1
IND DR wNn SY 13 wnnwne 91w PN 9D
A2 DTN TR T 90 ,5wan WRT Spn ymnnapnw

30y P T Naw .2

M9 SNWPT PR 1929 927 NN D3OI NN OYD
SO Y 9902 S % TN NN R Sw e 1o
LMD DN 12 W IR M PR LN%N T pnw
or DWIDID IR W 90D MM PR

ow moon

90 R3W ORD TN - WD I W HD MM paen
SNT M3 IR 90 1PIBR LNTYID T NRT 2NN 90N Y
W IPWAN IR M3 PRI %D 1BR LNTOD T PR
POLBOIT NN 0P TOPY TTINN NN 00 0%
90T TP 12 13N3 O LTI I T P PN
TT 23 %) A% W 992 92N ,TIDN 12 DTYD TR Y
STPNNY VT P PNEEIT PRY AN 12 N0

1’0 MW "D O»N NIK TV INDw .3
T2 TN OWa DN P83 I FENIY N2TT INY m e
03 12BN DD TR NI0KY 2D D 13 ¥ TpEnd

POPR WM 3 1993 AT LD W2 NTMD TR uw
3 992219908 N TN RO 15mN0% T W PPNT 902 19N

2 NTOID TR Y 95

ap Pro aw M3 Mwn

DYV TN PT O DT - N9 ND RN A%y
902 19BN DOWINNY DMIT WYT NPT 19 801207
OVT 70 91 LD N PR D00 DY v3Dn 3w
I 9902 19BN ,TON KWTT O MBNT ND N RS
NOW D27 N M3 TRIY B L TYTOT T MM
W 902 DN

Living the Halachic Process Vol. VI



C-5.2

Use of a Crock Pot on Shabbat
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C-6.1

Use of a Crock Pot on Shabbat

| have heard of various different measures that people take in order to solve
halachic problems related to the use of a crock pot on Shabbat: covering the
heating element with foil; placing something to prop up the pot; covering or
removing the knob. Which is correct? Also, may | add hot water on Shabbat

if the cholent is drying out?
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C-6.2

Use of a Crock Pot on Shabbat
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C-7.1

Food Heated by a Non-Jew on Shabbat

Before our shul kiddush, the gabbai noticed that the hot plate (for kugel) was
unplugged, so he had a non-Jew connect it. (I do not know what he told him).
| ate the kugel only after it had cooled down. Was that necessary/allowed?
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C-7.2

Food Heated by a Non-Jew on Shabbat
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Using a Blanket to Cover a Shabbat Hot Plate

| recently saw a product that | would call a “plata blanket” (a thick covering
designed to go over the pot(s) that sit on a hot plate or blech). How can
these be used on Shabbat without problems of hatmana (insulation)?
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C-9.1

Mashing and Mixing Avocado Salad on Shabbat

Is it permitted to make guacamole (mashed avocado mixed with onions,

oil, lemon juice, etc.) on Shabbat?
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C-9.2

Mashing and Mixing Avocado Salad on Shabbat
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Mistake on Shabbat Regarding the Use of a Masher

s it permissible to use a hand vegetable-masher on Shabbat? Last Shabbat, |
used one to mash potatoes that were well boiled and very soft. The question
arose as to whether this was permitted, so we did not use the potatoes on
Shabbat. Were we allowed to eat the potatoes after Shabbat?
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C-11

Using Diapers with Disintegrating Markings on Shabbat

Q

35 ’po THw »0 OrN NINX T INOW .5
ST YT 5w MY DMB% 10 N T2 MINY 712N
PDOB? D90 932 MM DWW AN RO NN
WTI D DN W DT Y90 12BN YT 2
ST AN N2 OOIT 0T oo Puanwd Wwpane

NTDD D2

diaper?

3)’YD 1Y PID Naw MNINX
YWD DPANIT QMY DA S v s
LDaWa Oa2 wnawas anm ,anas Snnny

www.eretzhemdah.org

Is it permitted to use on Shabbat a diaper with forms on its outside that
disintegrate as the diaper becomes wet, alerting parents to change the
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Using a Rickshaw on Shabbat

| will be in India, and | want to know if a non-Jew can take me around on
Shabbat by rickshaw (a carriage drawn by a person on a bicycle or by foot)

if | pay him before Shabbat.
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Wearing a Reflective Armband Without an Eiruv

If there is no eiruv, may | wear a reflective armband on Shabbat in a dimly it
area without sidewalks so that drivers of cars will be better able to see me at

night?
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Muktzeh in a Pocket

Last Shabbat, | wore a suit that | had not worn in a while. While walking to
shul on Shabbat morning, | happened to find a $20 bill in an inside pocket.
Upon making that discovery, what should | have done (we have an eiruv)?
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Folding a Page as a Marker on Shabbat

Is it permitted to fold the page of a book on Shabbat so that | will be able to

find the page | left off on?
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Coin Collection on Shabbat

Is it permitted for me to handle my modest, home-based coin collection

on Shabbat?
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C-17.1

One Who Lit Shabbat Candles Properly but Failed to Use
Them

beracha in his dorm room and usually spends a few minutes benefiting from

Q A yeshiva student ate with us on Friday night. He lights candles with a

them before the meal. When he realized that he had forgotten to do so, he
took leave for several minutes because he did not think his candles would
last until the end of the meal. Was this necessary?
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One Who Lit Shabbat Candles Properly but Failed to Use

www.eretzhemdah.org
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C-18

Removing Air from a Wine Bottle on Shabbat

Those who appreciate fine wine take steps to protect leftover wine from

top to remove the air in the bottle that causes oxidation. | can pump after

Q Shabbat to Shabbat. After | finish drinking, | use a special pump and bottle-

Shabbat (there is no significant deterioration before a week), but | prefer to
take care of it immediately out of concern | might forget. Is it permitted to
pump on Shabbat, or is this hachana (forbidden preparation from Shabbat to

weekday)?
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Undoing Early Acceptance of Shabbat

After davening at an early-Shabbat minyan, | realized that | had forgotten
to deliver a gift to my host (we have no eiruv). Could | have undone my
acceptance of Shabbat, delivered the gift, and then davened Ma’ariv again?
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A Woman Blowing Shofar for a Man
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Why is it not acceptable for a woman to blow the shofar on Rosh Hashana
on behalf of a man, given that he personally hears the shofar being blown?
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Is it Wise to Keep Teru’ot to a Minimum?

| am the ba’al tokei’ah in my shul. The makri often signals me to stop my set
of teru’ot earlier than | would like (i.e., before | am fully confident that | have
blown nine teru’ot blasts). He explained that he is concerned that if | blow
more than nine teru’ot, the combined shevarim-teru’ah blasts might exceed
the length of the teki’ah before or after them. | was not taught that this would

be a problem. Is it?
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Is it Wise to Keep Teru’ot to a Minimum?
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Eating on Erev Yom Kippur

| understand that there is a mitzva to eat on Erev Yom Kippur. Considering
that | certainly was not planning on fasting for two days straight, what
practical ramifications are there of this mitzva?
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Avinu Malkeinu when Yom Kippur Falls on Shabbat

| understand that this year, when Yom Kippur falls on Shabbat, we will not
be saying Avinu Malkeinu except at Ne’ila. Why is it that Avinu Malkeinu, of
all the tefillot of Yom Kippur, is eliminated, and why is Ne’ila an exception?
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Disqualification of an Etrog — Pitam and Oketz

Why is it that when an etrog’s pitam breaks off, the etrog is pasul, whereas
when the oketz falls off, it is still kosher?
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Kiddush of Yom Tov that Falls on Motzaei Shabbat

Please review the unique halachot of Kiddush of Yom Tov that falls on

Motzaei Shabbat.
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The Need for a Shamash Candle Nowadays

Now that we have plenty of electric light, is there a need for a shamash (extra
candle) alongside our Chanuka candles?
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Chanuka Lighting for those in Transit

We live in Jerusalem but will be visiting New York. Our return flight is
scheduled to leave New York at 1:15 PM on the day before Chanuka and
to arrive in Israel on Chanuka morning. How can we fulfill the mitzva of
Chanuka candles? (All of our kids live out of the house, and we live on a

secluded street.)
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D-9.1

Chanuka Lighting and Havdala — Which Comes First?

| have never received a clear answer as to whether we are to light Chanuka
candles before or after Havdala on Motzaei Shabbat. Can you clarify the

matter?
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D-9.2

Chanuka Lighting and Havdala — Which Comes First?
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Women’s Obligation to Hear Parashat Zachor

It is not always easy for me (@ woman) to get to shul to hear Parashat
Zachor. How much of an effort must | make?
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Noise-Making during Megilla Reading

On Purim, the degree of levity during the Megilla reading seems to be
increasing from year to year. Whereas once there were only graggers and
stamping after the reading of “Haman,” now there seems to be a competition
for the most audacious antics. Is that in keeping with the minhag and in line

with proper behavior in shul?
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D-12.1

Megilla Reading for Visitors to Jerusalem

This year, the 14" of Adar falls on Sunday. | will be having out-of-town
guests in Jerusalem on the Shabbat before Purim, and they want to hear
Megillat Esther right after Shabbat rather than look for a late minyan in their
community. May | arrange a Megilla reading for them in Jerusalem? If so, is
there anything special | need to know?

D "D X PID Mpd WK .3

WY IPITIND PPT 320 PPY B 9P AN A
LM V2 TN T D2 10D W DMBIM 1329 Py
13N 89,95 120 DI 3901 NI 12D DN 19D
SRNN0D DWW 93T MTAY ROT D MTTENN RS T3
DIPRY TOWT T DM 12 T ONY DT DR NON
e DTN NP WL 89 307 ,DAMWD Y T NN
MNP PIT N DY N AT ey T
W2 NN DMBOT 329 DN VA NY Donon uaw
DRPEY? PP Mo

M PD K PHN 93T D MY .4
O 7N 10D KOT 0BT 1321 NI NWIDIT Y
QWD 1T ARY TR Y IPATND N NPT
S 13T "DITANIATT KWTH DT 20N 0P s
290 WP 8% 2 80P 100DW TP T O 1310 N2 M

390 3 P39 Y MYV TIdN .5
95 :NTTO NAY 22 T T2 72 NSV R MY 13
72 02T YT DT NN RN I 272 29 1INY
95 :RTTO RaAM AN T A 12 DN RXPY D T
W IN2IT T D2 NN RN 13 272 29T 1INY
729 YT /A O 3T 29 1290 0 OnRT RO Ran

SIORMPD T R WY AY2IND PRI 9o

<<

www.eretzhemdah.org

K'Y T - 370V » 97 mp3 ,KI0) .1

WY DSWY APY TR NNTPI A%Un Nt 1N
NS — WY enmY Ay ayaaN Yy et
ND PN LTI A% WO A MY R AN 89 e
AT0 MR LLOITUN DITER WY KRS LTTINN RS
3MY2 TONOD QWYY WY Dpn I 8 IND Ty
— DY KROW TS DN PRIy — NIXD Y DD
27 ODRT NN NIN 0 NN GO DR ey PN
DMIDT MY DK DMPD” 13m0 NN NAN N2 e
ania s iiialiala/s BuiyiIbhipliaWyinin s fuihiel laiythicl !
1995 = 797790 8Y7 13N 99 AR N LLLRITIN O
N2 2T DD 1997 LANN (WS BT Shs
0397 N2 N 928,957 N2 2T D 90 R
NIRRT Y N T2 19 0% = ey e
NON 1T DMN P2 03T N2 D 95T N2y oNnY
P T N2 D = MITTINN K7 13NN 10 :N27 0N
N2 M7 M 391 WM N2 2T P 255 0NN
J12 72 099 — AR P2 I N2 N 528,500

ow moomn

DN Q%S 19597 902 AW T30 ITTIANN KD (3N 99
T VT MR OPIT,I0IMNN PN T RN ORY - 19
o1 DMYTPN 1T DD 3271 WY PN YT 1320
TP M DB 32T DM 03T 20T MY 2hDNon
DT N3 N N DM MO oWy oyl
MTTIANN R O KD NINT NI 02T NNy N
DAY DY DM OV TP MPT NM MRS 1R
DINPY MWMAMTY B NDIDT N5 KR2P DDONAN T
NI PR Y 73T MO MNT RN 11 NI
ST DN RO PN 2T 2Nm PRY 957,770 12
PTORTLNMPS DRI 1T 0MBDIT 132 1Y ,BNAN
DY PR

5P PO 3 07N NIX 13¥ TN MY .2
P22 WY PN DN TIPH NI NN MY 12 00
2V WY TN DY 03 AR 35VNAY DO 8
DO AN 15723 8P WY AY2TN o2 92

Living the Halachic Process Vol. VI



D-12.2

Megilla Reading for Visitors to Jerusalem
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Checking Books for Chametz

Do one’s books need to be checked for chametz or sold before Pesach?
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Participation in a Siyum by Skype

On Erev Pesach, | will be in a small Jewish community that will not have a
siyum. Is it permitted for me — a bechor — to break the ta’anit bechorot based
on a siyum in which | “participate” via Skype?
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Roasted Foods on Pesach

Is it permissible to eat roasted food at the Seder? If not, what is included in

the prohibition?
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Kitniyot Observance for Vegetarians and Vegans

| am Ashkenazi and vegan. Many of the foods | normally depend on for
my nutrition (e.g., soybeans, rice, corn, and other kitniyot) are prohibited
on Pesach. This makes finding food to eat during Pesach very difficult and
somewhat decreases my holiday joy. Is there any halachic allowance for

vegans to eat kitniyot on Pesach?
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Kitniyot Observance for Vegetarians and Vegans
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Special Preparations for a Seder on Shabbat
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This year, when the Seder is on Friday night, is there a need for any special
preparations before Shabbat begins?
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Lack of Confidence to Make a Beracha on Sefirat HaOmer
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| rarely succeed in counting all 49 days of sefirat ha’omer. Considering that |
seem to always discontinue making a beracha at some point, should | refrain
from making one from the outset?

N YD VON 1D TN ANK TV INHMW .1
SNWH P IYRT DN P2 DM TIND 7120 mow oN
PEIDN T DN 92N ;712712 N92 DY ANY2 51D o

19722 DM N3 BT 5D 89 TN O 39T ON

N DY 3V 97 m3amo ,moon .2
DTN PR ONDR NBRN DN - mRsyd —nb mesey
NTT DT DD 5P onan WD LNNeD 5 naY
2210 NON 1DNan PRT A WM 2TeDY 2D
STDD NN’ 501 7ow LI 502 1T Nt ponany
L1305 719 PN LONDN NN DN =121 928 Ay 1

von "o o»N NIXK N .3

SI91 92 TN2% mow oRw  moTa nio%m Sya ano
97F WUNTT AR OITRY 7% FINDD AN .0 D
J7972 NP2 oM MW N0

nY P"d O D NMII MHYN .4

NRY ,NPOD POD NIWT — MSN2S DM aNwSs [9pY
TR T1O5T KM a0 D N oNY 990 39T N
JRXY 13D TINH KT O 957 oo

Living the Halachic Process Vol. VI



D-19

Tisha B’Av Restrictions after Tisha B’Av

What restrictions of Tisha B’Av/Nine Days exist after Tisha B’Av, and until

when?
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Eating Chezkat Chalavi Foods after Meat

| wait six hours after eating meat before having dairy. Is it permitted to eat
chezkat chalavi foods (pareve food that is assumed to have absorbed taste
from dairy utensils) before the six hours are up?
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Pareve Food Cooked in a Meat Utensil

| (an Ashkenazi) accidentally cooked meat in the pan | use to cook pareve
eggs. Can | still use the pan to make pareve eggs that | plan to eat at a

milchig meal?
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Pareve Food in Meat Utensils and then Milk Utensils
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| want to make a big pareve vegetable soup in a meat pot (my largest) and
later put some of it into milchig or pareve pots or bowls. Is this permissible?
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Tasting Unsupervised Wine

| will be touring France, and our group will be doing wine tasting with
wine that has no hashgacha. Is it permitted to taste the wine if | spit it out

afterwards?
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Providing Non-Kosher Food for Non-Jewish Workers

Where | come from, it is common for employers to provide non-kosher food
for their live-in household help. Is that permitted?
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Working in a Non-Kosher Establishment

Is it permitted for a Jew to do work that involves food in a non-kosher

establishment?
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F-1

How to Tell When Your Tefillin Need Adjustment

How can one tell when his tefillin shel rosh needs adjustment?
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F-2.1
Transferring Legal Ownership of a Sefer Torah

| inherited a sefer Torah from my father, who had lent it to a shul with the
condition that it remain his personally. In order to ensure that the sefer Torah
is properly taken care of, | want to transfer ownership of the sefer to a trust,
in which | will retain decision-making power during my lifetime, but through
which trustees will eventually determine what is best for it. Is the transfer akin to
selling a sefer Torah, with all the halachic questions that such a sale raises?
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F-2.2

Transferring Legal Ownership of a Sefer Torah

www.eretzhemdah.org
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Changing a Shabbat Tallit into a Weekday One

After | purchase a new tallit to use on Shabbat, may | use the old one during

the week?
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F-4.1

Taking a Yad into a Bathroom

| have a yad for a sefer Torah, which is a family heirloom. | like to use it when
| lain, so | bring it with me to shul. May | enter a bathroom while it is in my

pocket?
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F-4.2

Taking a Yad into a Bathroom
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Disposing of Cups Used for Netilat Yadayim

| have plastic cups that we had used for netilat yadayim and neigel vasser,
but we no longer need them. Should | put them in geniza, just keep them,

or dispose of them (and, if so, how)?
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The Halachic Propriety of Cosmetic Surgery

Q What does Halacha have to say about cosmetic surgery, such as rhinoplasty?
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The Halachic Propriety of Cosmetic Surgery
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Leaving Eretz Yisrael for a Trip

May one leave Israel for a short trip — for example, to enjoy HaShem'’s

creations that can be seen abroad?
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G-2.2

Leaving Eretz Yisrael for a Trip
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Summary of a shiur of Harav .10
Aharon Lichtenstein - Virtual Beit
Midrash of Yeshivat Har Etzion

It seems reasonable that for things that have value,
but are not a mitzva - e.g, to participate in cultural
events in Chutz La-aretz, or to see landscapes that
cannot be found in Eretz Israel - one is permitted to
leave Eretz Israel. For if we permit a person to leave
Eretz Israel in order to earn money, even if he is not
currently suffering from hunger (that is to say, he leaves
for luxuries), it is inconceivable that he should not be
permitted to leave Eretz Israel for a cultural need!
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Fulfilling a Mitzva without Intention

Does one fulfill the mitzva of yishuv Eretz Yisrael (inhabiting the Land
of Israel) if he lives there without kavana (intention to fulfill the mitzva)?
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Public Acknowledgment of Sin

It seems that we do not follow the Rambam’s opinion that a sinner should
publicly announce his sins that are “between man and his fellow.” If my

observation is correct, why is this?
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Torah Knowledge for the Non-Observant

| was raised as a secular Jew. One branch of my family is Charedi, and
| enjoy spending time and learning with them. | do my best to observe
mitzvot when | am with them, but at home | act the way my family does.
One of my cousins voiced a concern that if | continue studying, | will lose
my “protected” status as a tinok shenishba and become a “rasha,” as |
will then be failing to fulfill obligations that | know about. Another cousin
said that studying Talmud cannot make you a rasha. | am not sure that the
answer to this disagreement will affect my behavior, but it means a lot to
people | care about, so | would appreciate your insight.
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G-6

Paying a Debt for a Poor Borrower in Place of
the Guarantor

Q

My shul has a gemach, which gives loans only with an arev (guarantor).
One borrower (we will call him Reuven) experienced serious financial and

medical problems sometime after receiving a loan. Realizing that he was
not going to be able to pay back the loan, some friends (we will call them
the donors) decided to pay the loan on his behalf, and they want to use their
ma’aser kesafim money for this purpose. The question arose: Considering
that the arev (we will call him Shimon) would be obligated to pay, given
that Reuven cannot, and that the donors are thus actually not sparing the needy
Reuven but rather Shimon, who is not poor, can ma’aser money be used?
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G-7

Receiving Interest Payments from the Government

When a taxpayer receives a refund after the tax year, the Israeli government
gives the refund with interest, according to the time that has passed. Is
receiving such an interest payment a violation of ribbit (usury)?
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The Basis for a Meal of Thanksgiving

Please explain the sources in the Torah and Halacha for the custom to
make a seudat hodaya (meal of thanksgiving) following recovery from a

serious illness or surgery.
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Respectful Disposal of Bread

Q What are the halachot regarding disposal of bread at the end of a meal?
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G-10.1

Selling Property Used as a Shul

| own a property that | have been renting out to a shul for years, but now | want
to sell it. The members of the shul say that since a sale will likely effectively
close down the shul, which is forbidden, | must continue the rental. Are they

correct?
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G-10.2

Selling Property Used as a Shul
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G-11

Removing Hair from Eyebrows

| am a young man with a unibrow, which | find very embarrassing. May |
remove the hair from that area with tweezers? Also, may | remove some hair
from my eyebrows to make them less bushy?
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How Much Water to Use for Netilat Yadayim

Based on what | have learned, our standard washing cups hold much more
water than is needed for netilat yadayim. We in Israel certainly cannot
afford to waste water. How much water must the cup hold, and how much

must one pour over each hand?
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G-13

Cutting Down Fruit Trees for Recreational Purposes

May one cut down a fruit tree in order to make room for improvements to his
backyard for recreational purposes, such as to put in a pool or a basketball

court?
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G-13.2

Cutting Down Fruit Trees for Recreational Purposes
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Irresponsible Halachic Responses?

A couple of times recently, | have been troubled by your columns when
you entertain leniencies that | view as dangerous or against the spirit of
Halacha. Although you acknowledge that such leniency is only for great
need, since those cases are rare, isn’t it wrong to share this with a broad
readership, which includes people who might misunderstand or abuse
the grounds for leniency? In one particular column that troubled me, you
discussed the possibility of a religious Jew serving food in a non-kosher
establishment, which is at least inappropriate.

7170 3 PHN NYT "W YN MK W .2
INDROPMDY TN 0385 2w vmwT N2T3 Ty
ST T RPN LI7OWN 1w 37D P NYY KYIYD

K70 BIND2IMI 12X P13 M PIRIT 20T

12 "N RS NN DN DR PR Bmen 2712
SRV PPN 90 SnanY INERTPM 995NN0 DORY
TINT3 P2 DO DM PRSP 1NN TR0
T 5D WOTS WY T PRI NYWAY NPT NNIY?
TTOM DM RTINS DT % Poon npra
Riblioliabilniia)intvinl

N "D K PN YT 7 DYWL MK MY .3
7T PINIT 20T T 27PN NN B7H0N naw b
JADNITD T7ARIT MDY I 0N

19 AnmY P9APTS T NN TR0 TN D 1272
TIRTI DT 132 PO % PRY 10 T awa oo
ST IR N NeYd

A0 D P PHN JYOK Y MW 4

ROV 7D NN 2P ,723% 1D 95 ,7MNT 20 NG (¢
AT92712 NPT NPIPS SINAI LT NN TN 0D 9O
NI PO DM SORAY DKW — NINRTY NI
AT NI M DT D22 ,25m wa

www.eretzhemdah.org

T %D 3 pHN AYT DM YN MK MW .1
INDROPMD T %Y 7AW % Nanw bmwa
naw 95mmo KT DN 0w 0N NAw2 (microphone)
27 YT TID NOYH L7OWN 1w i — NDITID2
BIWPIT 1272 L8710 BIND2IMI 123 P V7MID IR
YT 9P MY DM M DM NAwa 72T 3% napw
D395 2T T3P0 228 NDITID RV INDRPMD
FIIPB OORT T N RYTT NDIOT N2 POy
DTURD MUT D LN T2 T %0 R
DKW MDD D20 07 2N TN 1T DI D000
PIDWS NPT IO PRY IRONPIT T 5P 1270
T3 12T 0RIT AP 17 T OR AR 9P 27 TRY
901 SR T 95mm T 0w Lo DT Ny
TN NPIXD DAY O5M PIO PR NI TR0 Opn
NOW 13RI T IRERIPM 95BN DI AN
SR PYTITY PTV T L0120 L. DR RITY YT
M3 PP OO M LT NI PYTY MYaw own
27MY ON 71991, wnn PRI PR D 9 AN MDD 2wl
OV IRMIWS WO INDNPIIT T O 955nn0 ovn
ST 89 0RY 30D P17 an tas o Ty v o
O A8 TS 20BY ,NDITIDD DAY S9M T2 8T
ST TP T AW PODD ARY A3 9P T M

JORWIND

Living the Halachic Process Vol. VI



H-1.1

Therapeutic Disrespect Toward a Parent

Psychologists sometimes believe that a patient’s symptoms — depression,
anger, poor functioning, etc. — are a result of his parents’ destructive
behavior toward him. Is it permissible to encourage a patient to express his
resentment to the offending parent in a controlled, appropriate manner? The
goal of this intervention is to help the patient alleviate his symptoms, which
likely stem from suppressed hatred toward the parent. This can help improve
the relationship in the long term, but in the short term the negative feelings
are legitimized and brought to the fore in a manner that is unpleasant.
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H-1.2

Therapeutic Disrespect Toward a Parent
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Celebrating a Girl’s Birth

What are the sources for, and purposes of, making a Kiddush upon the

birth of a girl?
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Conflicting Commemorations

For many years, | have been hosting a festive thanksgiving meal for family and
friends to celebrate my being saved from grave danger. | recently discovered
that | had miscalculated the Jewish date of that salvation, and it turns out that
it actually coincides with what later became my father’s yahrtzeit. Can the

Q

two commemorations coexist on one day? If not, which takes precedence?
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A Brit Mila Meal

Is there an obligation to eat at a brit mila?
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How Can the Rabbi Make the “Groom’s Beracha”?

| was told that the berachot made by the rabbi (mesader kiddushin) under
the chupa are berachot that the chatan should be making, but because
some chatanim do not know how to recite them, the rabbi does so in his
stead. But how is it possible for someone who is not obligated in the recitation
of a certain beracha to recite it on behalf of someone else who is obligated?
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Giving Tzedaka during Aveilut

| was told that an aveil should not give others monetary gifts. Is it permitted
for him to give tzedaka freely during his aveilut period, or are there

[imitations on this?
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Undesirable Stringencies in Ketubot

Some of the questions that we answer are not appropriate to share with
the public. Regarding the question dealt with here, we believe that the
approach found in our answer is important to share with others. However,

few people would think on their own of the logical stringency suggested
by the question, and we do not want some of those to whom it applies
to needlessly upset themselves by reading about the issue. Therefore,
we have omitted the specifics of the case and focus only on the general

approach to the laws of ketubot.
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Filling in a Copy of the Ketuba after the Fact

Q

A mistake was made in filling out the identical “copy” of our ketuba, and
we therefore have only one kosher ketuba filled out at the time by the
rabbi and witnesses. We now need to send the copy in to the beit din. May

| (the groom) now ask the witnesses, several days after my wedding, to
sign a copy with the same information, including the date of the wedding?
(The mesader kiddushin and witnesses are talmidei chachamim but not
poskim, and they encouraged me to ask this shayla.)
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A Sales Price Based on False Information

While pricing computers, a proprietor of one store promised me, “I will beat
any price you find.” | informed him of a cheap quote | had received, and
he indeed agreed to a price slightly lower than that. When | checked the
other quote, | realized it was for a cheaper computer. Do | need to tell the
proprietor about my mistake, or can | go with the agreed-upon price?
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A Sales Price Based on False Information
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Paying the Fee of a Technician Who Refused to Give
an Estimate

| sent my computer to a technician to repair serious problems. He was
unwilling to tell me his fee in advance. He claimed that it depended on how
long the job would take him and that he could not commit to an expected
maximum. After fixing the computer, he charged me what | consider an
exorbitant price. | am not sure | trust him regarding how much work he put
in. Must | pay without making an issue of it?
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A School’s Responsibility for Confiscated Items

Q

halachically required to pay?
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We are a school whose policy is to confiscate items that disrupt the running
of the school. Recently, someone broke into our safe and stole confiscated
cell phones, and parents are demanding that we pay for them. Are we
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Paying a Matchmaker for a Child’s Engagement

Our daughter, who become Charedi and moved to Israel, got engaged. She
just told us that we have to pay $1,000 for the shadchanit (matchmaker),
and we cannot afford it. We were not informed of such an expense, and
from what we know, a modest present is standard. What can we do?
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I-5.1

Paying for a Program Canceled due to a National
Emergency

During Operation Tzuk Eitan (Protective Edge), summer camps were
cancelled because their locations were not “missile-proof.” Must the parents
pay for them anyway? Does it make a difference if they already paid?
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[-5.2

Paying for a Program Canceled due to a National
Emergency
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Causing a Person to Damage a Third Person

We went away and lent out our apartment for Shabbat. Due to the guests’
gross negligence, a fire broke out that caused significant damage. Brave,
good-hearted neighbors entered our house before firefighters arrived and
sprayed down books with water, out of concern that they would burst into
flames, but it is unclear if that was necessary. The books, which are not
covered by insurance, were actually more damaged by the water than by
the fire/smoke. | will not make claims against the neighbors, but can | make
a claim against the guests for water damage that they did not actually cause
themselves? (They feel very bad, and despite not being well-off, they want to

pay everything they should.)
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Halachic Ramifications of Ad-Blocks

| went on a religious website, and it detected that | have an ad-block
program. They gave me a choice to either disable my ad-block or to continue
while “violating geneiva,” because ad-blocking takes away their livelihood.
Would it really be forbidden to continue with ad-blocking?
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Forcing a Seller to Make the House Legal

| bought an apartment from the project developer’s brother. My lawyer did
not realize that the project’s building permits were incomplete. Now, the
municipality is “making noise” about kicking out the residents or allowing
us to stay only with limitations. | have tried to smooth things out with the
municipality, but | have not yet succeeded. The developer has the best
chance of getting the municipality to complete the permit after the fact, and
the seller, who admits he did not tell me of the problem, can make him to
do it. The seller says that it is uncertain that anyone can get the permits, but
that if people act wisely, the municipality will not evict us. (The seller points
out that he still has another apartment in the project and that many who
knew of the problem bought there anyway.) The seller is willing to buy back
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the apartment but not to take action. Can | force him to fix the situation?
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1-9.1

Allowing Misused Checks to Be Cashed

A neighbor of mine (Reuven) was having problems providing for his family,
and some stores, including a grocery store (owned by Shimon), were
unwilling to sell him goods on credit. | gave him personal post-dated checks

to solve the problem, and the stores would periodically draw on my account.
My arrangement with Reuven was that he would get me funds before the
date of the check he used. When | saw that checks had been deposited that
he had not paid me for, | cancelled (stopped) the remaining checks and told
him not to use them anymore. Shimon called me and demanded that | pay
him the amount of a check that Reuven had given him. | told Shimon that he
should demand payment from Reuven, not me. Am | right?
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[-9.2

Allowing Misused Checks to Be Cashed
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A Lost Item at a Large Public Gathering

At the Siyum HaShas at MetLife Stadium, | saw an umbrella on the floor
near seats whose occupants had left a while before. Before leaving, | asked
people who were sitting nearby, but no one knew whose it was, so | took
it. Later on, | noticed a first name on it, but | have failed to figure out how
to identify its owner. What should | do now?
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Monetary Morality of Leftovers

My yeshiva entrusted me (a kollel student) to arrange an oneg Shabbat for

the talmidim. | was to responsibly buy refreshments and be reimbursed

based on receipts. There is a significant amount of leftover food, some of it

1 in open packages and some in closed ones. May | or other participants use
that food, or should | give it to the yeshiva? If | keep it, how do | handle
asking for reimbursement for the purchases?

| am a teacher who received 500 shekels to spend on a party for a group

of my students. | am clearly expected to keep the leftovers. Due to the

generous budget, | bought more expensive vegetables than | normally buy

2 for myself. However, upon further consideration, | decided that a different
salad would be more appropriate, but that would make the expensive
vegetables unnecessary. If | decide to not use them, | would consider it
appropriate to “buy them” from the school, but they are not worth their
cost to me. What should | do?
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Ethical and Procedural Questions for Litigants

Must a potential defendant agree to come to beit din if he knows he is
right? Must a defendant be open about parts of the story that might work
to his detriment if the plaintiff has no proof of what transpired, or do we
say hamotzi meichaveiro alav ha’re’aya (the plaintiff shoulders the burden

to prove his case)?
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